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There are a great many positives to reflect 
on from the last 12 months – record 
prizemoney, huge turnover, encouraging 
breeding levels, memorable sales and, 

most importantly, some truly incredible racing.
Australia remains the premier source of 

speed with the three highest ranked sprinters in 
the world: Nature Strip was at the top of the chart 
throughout 2021, while William Reid winner and 
Everest runner-up Masked Crusader and $5 
million earner Eduardo, filled the placings. 

On the flip side of the coin, Incentivise is 
potentially one of our greatest stayers – the horse 
from nowhere finished eighth in a 
Toowoomba Maiden in March, but  
by year’s end he had won nine in a 
row – including the Caulfield 
Cup, and run a brilliant second 
in the Melbourne Cup.

Special mention, too, for 
Group One Coolmore winner, 
Home Affairs. This was, quite 
literally, a home affair, with 
Coolmore purchasing the outstand-
ingly bred colt for $875,000 as a 
yearling. They now have one of the hottest 
stallion prospects in the nation and a potential 
runner at Royal Ascot next year.

Buyers searching for well-bred colts with sire 
potential is a familiar part of racing, but there is a 
rapidly increasing number of ‘co-ops’ forming 
–  such as James Harron Bloodstock’s colts 
syndicate, the SF Bloodstock/Newgate Farm/
China Horse Club partnership, and the Victorian 
Alliance – to secure quality youngsters. 

The upside is tremendous: for instance, two 
colts – Ole Kirk (Golden Rose and Caulfield 
Guineas) and Farnan (Golden Slipper) – were 
retired to stud in the spring involving deals in the 

tens of millions of dollars, after both had been 
sold at Australian yearling sales and, between 
them, won over $4.7 million on the track.

Internationally, Australian-breds have shone 
with Hong Kong superstar Golden Sixty named 
Horse of the Year, while Avantage has won nine 
Group Ones in New Zealand – five in 2021.

Back home, a highlight has been the strength 
of our prizemoney … The Everest, with its $15 
million, marked the start of a four-week period 
which saw no less than 18 seven figure races in 
Sydney and Melbourne, including the $7.75 
million Melbourne Cup and $5 million Cox Plate. 

Although the introduction of big money 
events in Sydney during what was 

traditionally the domain of the 
Melbourne Spring Carnival has 
created competition, races such 
as The Everest, $7.5 million 
Golden Eagle and $2 million 
Invitation have sparked tremen-
dous interest in Australian racing.

A powerful example is  
that Australia staged 72  

$1 million-plus races in 2021, a 
figure that has doubled in just six years. 

(The US staged 51 million-dollar races, while 
Europe had just 22 over the last 12 months.)

Telling evidence of the acclaim for 
Australian-bred yearlings was the rise in 
prices across the nation. Remarkably, the 
international spend on yearlings was up, and 
that’s despite few buyers being able to actually 
attend the sales – a reflection of the progress that 
Aushorse has achieved in promoting the 
Australian thoroughbred industry globally.

Ultimately, international investors 
outlaid $81.2 million at the 2021 
yearling sales, with $38.7 million 

of that from Asian buyers. The continued success of 
gallopers like Golden Sixty has obviously assisted 
the cause, but you also have massive property and 
infrastructure investment in Australia from the 
likes of Mr Eugene Chuang’s Hermitage Thor-
oughbreds, China Horse Club, and Mr Yuesheng 
Zhang, whose Victorian complex was augmented 
substantially before the start of the breeding 
season by the inclusion of reigning Champion 
Australian Sire, Written Tycoon.

Perhaps the most marked change in 2021 
though, was the growth of online sales – turnover 
has quadrupled in the last two years. And it’s not 
all about quantity either, with highlights including 
broodmare prospects Funstar ($2.7 million) and 
Every Rose ($1.3 million).

Such turnover added much promise for  
the 2021 breeding season, along with other 
monumental broodmare sales such as $3.2 
million for Arcadia Queen, $2.6 million for 
Melody Belle, while Celebrity Queen and In  
Her Time both topped $2 million.

Finally, congratulations to everyone in our 
industry for ensuring that our wonderful commu-
nity thrived during these challenging times: a 
testimony to our resilience, resourcefulness and 
close liaison with federal and state governments. 

Thank you to my fellow directors and the 
hard-working Aushorse team – CEO Tom Reilly, 
Cecelia O’Gorman and Asia representative Lucas 
Liang – and to you, I wish every success with your 
breeding, selling, buying and racing endeavours, 
and look forward to welcoming you back to 
Australian sales in 2022.

ANTONY THOMPSON 
CHAIRMAN, AUSHORSE

CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE
“Remarkably, 
the international 
spend on yearlings 
was up, that’s 
despite few buyers 
being able to 
actually attend  
the sales.”
Antony Thompson

Australia is 
responsible for  

the three 
highest ranked 
sprinters in the 
world in 2021
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JUST unbeatable on the track 
The only US Triple Crown winner to retire to stud undefeated. 
6 wins (4 Gr.1s) by nearly 24 lengths and nearly US$3.8m on fast to 
heavy tracks. 
 
JUST a great physical specimen 
“It would entail a lengthy search to find a better representative of  the 
Thoroughbred breed… Justify exudes power.” The Blood-Horse 
 
JUST outstanding first yearlings in Australia 
Watch out for them at the yearling sales!

His first American yearlings were exceptional and 

they sold for Au$2.47m, Au$2.12m, Au$1.3m etc.

He is by far the best son of  Gr.1 sire of  sires SCAT DADDY

45259_Justify_Aushorse_Landscape_Nov2021.qxp_Layout 1  10/11/2021  17:01  Page 1



 8 AUSHORSE MAGAZINE 

The man behind the horse
Incentivise may have propelled Steve Tregea into the spotlight, but he’s been 
a true horseman his whole life, writes Andrew Rule
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The man who bred, educated and trained 
the horse who might become the greatest 
Queensland galloper since Vo Rogue, 
maybe even Gunsynd, is pretty happy 

with his part of the Incentivise story so far. 
He does, after all, still own half of the most 

exciting prospect in the land, has pocketed a handy 
six-figure sum for the other half and runs one of 
the most startlingly successful boutique breeding 
operations in Australia.

But if there’s one small thing Steve Tregea isn’t 

so happy about, it’s the way some southerners slant 
the story about him and the superstar horse he 
created from scratch.  

Tregea would never say he could buy and sell 
most people who pontificate about racing in the 
media, let alone most trainers and jockeys. But he’s 
understandably bemused by the insinuation that 
he’s some hokey hobby trainer bumbling around 
with hack gallopers in the backblocks. 

For a start, such a sweeping inaccuracy 
dismisses the many respected trainers who prepare 

around 500 horses between them at the flourishing 
racing centre of Toowoomba.

In southern terms, Toowoomba’s standing as  
a training centre is something like Ballarat, 
Warrnambool or Newcastle. Hokey it ain’t. And 
neither is Tregea. 

True, he rode the winner of the 1983 Port 
Moresby Cup, a now extinct event that back then 
was one of the world’s most unusual picnic 
meetings – apart from Mt Hagen in the highlands, 
which made Moresby look like Flemington. He 
also rode a winner there.

And, yes, Tregea used to train a couple of 
horses on the side when he was working on the 
Brigalow Government research station inland from 
Rockhampton, and rode them in races on the 
central Queensland circuit. He was known to 
gallop them on a station airstrip.

But those things should be seen in the context 
of his lifelong affection for the animal. It’s fair to 
suggest he’s a horseman first, businessman second 
and a racing man third, in a photo finish.

Tregea was born and raised around horses, 
thanks to his father, Bill, who’d caught the bug  
from an old farmer uncle. The Tregea dairy farm  
at Peachester near the Gold Coast was always  
well stocked with ponies and hacks among the 
Friesian cows.

Tregea could ride almost before he could read 
and write, competing in everything from novelty 
races to hack classes and showjumping. But he also 
learned to add up, which was useful later when he 
got a chance to buy out the farm seeds division of 
the old Elders business when John Elliott broke it 
up in the 1980s.  

The young entrepreneur turned the ‘orphan’ 
into a flourishing agri-business and eventually sold 
it for tens of millions, which means he can well 
afford to concentrate on breeding and spelling 

THE MAN BEHIND THE HORSE

>>

Above: Incentivise 
on his way to victory 
in the Caulfield Cup. 
Photo: Scott Barbour/
Racing Photos

Main image: Steve 
pictured at home on 
his Darling Downs 
property. Photo: 
Sharon Lee Chapman
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thoroughbreds on his two Darling Downs 
properties under the Windermere Stud banner 
and also train from stables at Toowoomba 
racecourse. 

Tregea understands livestock from the ground 
up. Growing up on a dairy farm does that. Take 
the case of another trainer who learned his trade  
at a rather more remote racing outpost than 
Toowoomba. His name is Chris Waller, former 
farm boy from outside the town of Foxton, via 
Palmerston North. 

Waller, of course, aimed high and became a 
top Sydney trainer before Winx put him on the 
world map. Tregea also aimed high, but horses 
were something he indulged as a sideline while he 
concentrated on building his business interests. He 
made a success of that before turning the full beam 
of his considerable ability to horses.

Now, Tregea’s ‘hobby’ is so time-consuming – 
and so successful – that when the horse of a 
lifetime came along, he was so busy with mares 
and foals, ‘prepping’ yearlings and training 
winners that he made a hard-headed business 
decision not to keep training Incentivise. This was 
after six straight wins, a streak that the fortunate 
Peter Moody has since extended to nine.

Selling half of Incentivise was a no-brainer.  
All farmers know that when you have livestock 
you have dead stock. The big, lean horse shaping 
as the story of the spring is, after all, a gelding. One 
misstep and he’s of sentimental value only. 

The big money races are in the south, so the 
astute business move was to pass the reins to 
Moody, a proven big-occasion trainer (and former 
Queenslander), and keep his hands on the wheel 
at home. His form there is good.

Tregea doesn’t say it, but the record books do: 
as a trainer, he has a strike rate of 18 per cent over 
20 years, jumping to 32 per cent with his last 50 

runners, numbers that speak for themselves. His 
breeding achievements aren’t bad, either.

Despite the change of colours from Tregea’s 
striking red and white set, part of the deal with a 
group of racing’s heavyweight owners – property 
developer Brae Sokolski, Ossie Kheir and friends 
– Tregea remains managing owner of Incentivise.  

He likes a business that ‘washes its own face’ 
and his gallopers are all for sale at a price. He bred 
the best galloper in David Hayes’ stable in Hong 
Kong, where it races as Naboo Attack. That horse 
was foaled at Windermere in 2016, the same 
season as Incentivise, and built a giant-killing 
reputation in Queensland as Command’n’conquer.  

Until this spring, Tregea’s top horse was 

Niccanova, a tough campaigner who has won more 
than $1 million. And he trains others that have 
won big money.

The Incentivise story begins when Tregea was 
captivated by a classy Iglesia filly at the 2006 Magic 
Millions sales. Trouble was, he says, he was there to 
sell yearlings, not to buy them. When Gai Water-
house bid $270,000 he left his hand in his pocket.

The filly, named Miss Argyle, blitzed trials and 
jump outs and ran second in the Gimcrack Stakes 
on debut. Being fast, classy and beautifully bred  
did not stop her going amiss and, at three, she was 
listed in a broodmare sale. This time Tregea got 
her, albeit for the same big price she had made as a 
yearling, given she is a sister to the 15-time winner 

THE MAN BEHIND THE HORSE

Steve was born and 
raised around horses 
and has ridden since 
he was a small child. 
Photo: Sharon Lee 
Chapman
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Diamondsondinside and closely related to 
Queensland Guineas winner Express Air.  

He has paid more for mares – $350,000 for an 
empty 10-year-old, Open Question – but Miss 
Argyle must now be seen as the best of them. She 
missed getting in foal only once in 12 seasons and 
produced stakes winners Bergerac, Cheyenne 
Warrior and the flying youngster Ardrossan, now 
standing at stud in New Zealand.

Racing runs on dreams. The freakish few 
horses that appear each season to win Group  
races keep dreams alive. But the fairytale rise  
is even better when an ugly duckling becomes 
a swan, which is one reason the swashbuck-
ling Vo Rogue and his knockabout trainer, 
Vic Rail, were cult figures, and why the blue 
collar Perth champ Northerly and 
former trotting driver Fred Kersley 
delighted racegoers.

There’s a touch of the Rogue 
and Northerly in the big horse 
from Toowoomba, although he’s 
better bred. It is no insult to 
Tregea, to Incentivise or to the 
horse’s strong pedigree to 
say that as a foal, Miss 
Argyle’s Shamus Award 
colt could easily have 
been voted the least 
likely to succeed of that 
year’s crop. 

One problem, as 
Tregea tells it, was that 
the foal had a lot in 
common with a stick 
insect: he was tall and 
spindly, with legs that 
pointed in several 
directions. In fact, he was 

THE MAN BEHIND THE HORSE

so knock-kneed that one leg had to be pinned to 
straighten it so he would ‘track’ evenly by the 
time he was weaned.  

The veterinary work was exemplary but the 
duckling was still ugly as a three-year-old and still 
not quite ready at four. He was a picky eater and 
that didn’t help his painfully slow development. 

By the time he had his first run at Ipswich 
in August last year, the spindly foal had become 
a gangly horse, slab-sided and unfurnished. He 
ran ninth of 12 and was spelled for nearly six 
months to fill out. 

At that stage, Tregea thought he was a ‘bit 
of a pussy cat’. But after an unplaced run when 
he resumed, he must have shown something at 

home, because he started as $2 favourite second 

up at Toowoomba on March 27, only to run 16 
lengths behind the winner.

Then came two wins at the Sunshine Coast in 
April. The ever-alert Brae Sokolski happened to 
catch the third straight win on television, at 
Toowoomba. He called his friend Ossie Kheir and 
said they ought to try to buy the Queenslander, an 
idea that grew into a campaign after he won his 
next start at Eagle Farm by nine lengths.

A lot of haggling went on before the deal was 
done in mid-June. But with three Group Ones in 
the bag since then, the new part-owners are fairly 
confident of their investment. A reminder that in 
racing these days, the biggest bets are not made 
with bookmakers.

So how does Tregea keep breeding winners 
from relatively small numbers? For a start, he 
invests in the best mares he can get ahead of 
massively expensive service fees. Secondly, he 
heeds the advice of a favourite pedigree analyst. 
Finally, he tweaks pedigree theory with his own 
thoughts on the type of stallion he wants for a 
particular mare, a process that is part science, part 
intuition and part prayer. 

Tregea’s success rate is high. But he’s too smart 
to pretend to know what makes Incentivise run. 
One thing he points out is that the horse is narrow 
between the front legs but extremely deep through 
the girth. He hasn’t trained a horse with more 
heart and lung room. 

Which is interesting, because towards the end 
of World War II another horse came south from 
Toowoomba and ended up winning 15 races 
straight. His name was Bernborough and he, too, 
was a tall horse with a girth of 72 inches, which is 
a better way of expressing 1.83 metres. 

If anyone wants to check that, there’s a life-size 
bronze of Bernborough in a little place just outside 
Toowoomba. It’s called Oakey. Not hokey.    

Above: Incentivise returns to scale after his maiden win 
at the Sunshine Coast. Photo: Trackside Photography 
Left: Steve pictured as winning trainer, with jockey 
Anthony Allen, after Incentivise won the Tattersalls 
Cup. Photo: Michael McInally
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When somebody has achieved as much 
as Annabel Neasham has, in such a 
short amount of time, there is bound 
to be an air of mystery attached.

Speak to those who have watched the young 
trainer’s meteoric rise – and listen to the story of a 
31-year-old who, in the space of five years, has 
gone from a one-year working holiday to the head 
of Australia’s most upwardly mobile stable – and 
the anecdotes astound.

Annabel Neasham was filled with 
more adventure than ambition 
when she arrived in Sydney for a 
one-year working holiday. Five years 
later, she is taking Australian racing 
by storm, writes Michael Cox

Annabel and Zaaki 
after winning the  
McKinnon Stakes. 
Photo: Scott Barbour/
Racing Photos

There isn’t a hint of scandal, just stories that 
speak of a multi-talented and obsessive 
high-achiever, a born competitor from a back-
ground unique to Australian racing. A young 
woman with a serious sense of adventure.

SKY Racing presenter and Neasham’s close 
friend, Lizzie Jelfs, starts us off with a tidbit typical 
of the type of folklore already building; “Did you 
know she hadn’t ever worked in a racing stable 
before coming to Australia?” Another doing the 

rounds; that during Neasham’s famous win in the 
week-long 2018 Mongol Derby, “She only ate four 
muesli bars!” And, Jelfs again, on Neasham’s 
talents aside from training, “Did you know she can 
play three musical instruments?”

Turns out each of these facts is true, except the 
one about the musical instruments – Jelfs has sold 
her good friend short: it is five instruments, not 
three: she can play piano, violin, trumpet, French 
horn, “... and I can play a few songs on the ukulele,” 

The arrival 
of Annabel
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level training intensity. Given the numbers and 
quality of horses she had, not just for us, we were 
super impressed.”

McGrath speaks to the trainer by phone at 
least twice a day and says that despite the size of 
the Sydney stable – 125 horses spread across six 
barns – Neasham hasn’t allowed it to turn into a 
production-line factory and “the natural love of  
a horse exudes from her.”   

 “I just find that she has an infinite knowledge 
of each horse in her care,” McGrath says. “When 
she speaks to you about a horse over the phone you 
can almost feel her smiling.”  

            

The aforementioned Mo’unga, an imposing stallion 
bound for a stud career at Aquis, may have been 
the horse that made Neasham famous but the 
horse that made her fall in love with horses and 
gave her “the bug” was a Welsh pony named 

Buttons, a baldy-faced chestnut sourced ‘on loan’ 
from neighbours in the Northamptonshire village 
of Croughton. Like many ponies of his style, 
Buttons was 11-hands of attitude.  

“I was begging my parents to get me a pony …  
It was my seventh or eighth birthday. I opened up 
the present and it was a bridle with a picture of 
Buttons and mum said, ‘That’s your new pony.’ 

“I don’t think they thought the obsession with 
horses would be as long-lived as it has been. He 
was a bit of a shit, he used to put his ears back at 
me, and I am not sure he was the type of pony  
I would buy for a child. He was actually the type of 
pony you would get if you wanted to put somebody 
off horses. He used to buck me off daily; he’d run 
off with me and suddenly stop, and I would go 
rolling off the front. For whatever reason, I would 
get back up and get back on, I just loved it. We did 
upgrade to a slightly nicer and milder pony, but  
I will always remember him.” 

Neasham’s early career dreams were athletic, 
she wanted to be a tennis professional, and her 
broad musical education was pursued purely to 
gain a scholarship to Uppingham College, a 
boarding school with a strong athletics program. 
“Trouble was, I had to keep playing and practising 
all of those instruments,” she says. “I hated it!”

Those competitive instincts were later paired 
with her love of horses and taken into the equestrian 
arena, specifically three-day eventing. Every spare 
moment not studying, even as she completed real 
estate management at Reading University, was 
spent with horses.

“I’m naturally quite competitive,” she explains.  
“I always loved all sports and I got to a reasonable 
level but I wasn’t good enough to be an Olympic 
rider. I thought, ‘How else can I earn a living with 
horses?’ I thought racing was probably the avenue 
that looked most suitable. I knew from my time 

THE ARRIVAL OF ANNABEL

>>

Annabel and team 
mate, Adrian Corboy, 
were the first riders 
past the post in the 
2018 Mongol Derby. 
Photo: Lawrence 
Squire/The 
Equestrianists

Neasham tells us over the phone during a lunch-
time chat, mid-2021 spring carnival.  

Perhaps the only actual myth listed above is 
that Neasham arrived on the scene from nowhere. 
Fact is, the well-spoken Englishwoman has 
impressed racing insiders from the moment she 
stepped off the plane in 2016. 

“If you had your ear to the ground, as she was 
coming through, she was like the number one AFL 
draft pick,” says Shane McGrath, Chief Executive of 
Aquis, a major supporter of Neasham’s stable, and 
owner of her first Group One winner, Mo’unga. 
“People from all layers of the industry got to know  
and were impressed by her,” McGrath explains. 
“Obviously she is extremely motivated and focused, 
but she also has a great ability to communicate and 
connect with owners at every level.”

Neasham had worked in yearling preparation 
at Highclere Stud at Newbury, The Royal Studs at 
Sandringham and in various point-to-point stables 
in Britain, but her flat racing experience was in 
Australia and started on a steep learning curve. 
Soon after arriving in Sydney, she was seconded to 
Gai Waterhouse’s Melbourne base for 1.30am starts 
and late finishes. After one year with Waterhouse, 
she switched to the rapidly growing operation of 
Ciaron Maher and David Eustace and was soon 
Sydney-bound to set up a satellite stable.

If setting up a stable, hiring and managing new 
staff, and learning the ways of the Warwick Farm 
trainers’ hut wasn’t enough, the COVID-19 
outbreak in early 2020 meant Neasham was flying 
solo, managing the Sydney base at a critical time.

“During that first lockdown she was basically 
running the Sydney stable – and the majority of our 
two-year-olds were in the Sydney stable, so we got 
greater exposure to her knowledge and enthusi-
asm,” says McGrath. “Ciaron and David were not 
able to travel to Sydney, so she experienced high 
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in bloodstock hands-off wasn’t going to give me 
my fix, I needed to be hands-on and I liked the 
idea of training.”

            

 
As far as tests of hands-on horse skills are con-
cerned, they don’t come much sterner than the 
Mongol Derby – the longest horse race in the 
world. The derby is a remarkable test of human 
and equine endurance, 1,000km across  
the Mongolian steppe on semi-tame ponies, 
12-hours in the saddle during the day and at night 
coming face-to-face with wolves, battling the 
elements for the better part of a week.

Neasham reveals that eating just four muesli 
bars was much like learning multiple musical 
instruments, a means to an end, and mostly just to 
avoid the mutton-based cuisine served by the 
campfire each evening.

“I couldn’t eat any of the meat and what I 
thought was shortbread was actually curdled 
mare’s milk,” she says. “I’m not a particularly fussy 
eater but there was nothing that I could physically 
eat. I was paranoid. But I had four muesli bars with 
me. I had half a bar each day and a lot of water.”

Her win, in which she teamed with esteemed 
horse breaker Adrian Corboy, at her first attempt 
stunned veterans of the race, and it was Neasham’s 
skill at pacing that won it for them. 

“Initially we were going too quickly and the 
horses were getting tired, but we soon realised that 
it was better to go steady the whole way rather 
than quick and then slow,” Neasham explains.  
“I suppose it isn’t that different to racing and 
training, you don’t want to go flat out from the 
gates because you won’t finish. It took us a few 
days to work it out, but we learnt that pacing them 
slow and steady, cantering, your heart rate was a 
bit better for it.”

            

Jockey Tommy Berry, a student of the game who 
grew up at Warwick Farm, has observed some of 
the finest trainers in the world from close quarters: 
the finely tuned systems of John Hawkes, the 
muscle-and-bone regime of Waterhouse and Chris 
Waller’s tireless work ethic and technological 
innovation. Or, overseas, the eagle-eyed observa-
tion of John Moore in Hong Kong, and the quirky, 
scientific genius of Noriyuki Hori in Japan. He sees 
a common trait they all share with Neasham.

“Attention to detail,” Berry says of the quality 
that most often separates the merely good, from 
the truly great handlers. “I have ridden for some of 
the best in the world, whether it be John Moore or 
Hori, or John Hawkes – they all have that same 
attribute, they fixate themselves on achieving 
things and they go about it the right way. When 
she fixates herself on something or puts her mind 
to something, she won’t stop until she has achieved 
it. I found that with Ciaron as well. Whether it was 
young horses or older horses, Ciaron and her had a 

plan from a long way out and they rarely missed. 
She is a very hard worker, she puts in many hours 
and like most trainers she doesn’t sleep much and 
she is a bit of a perfectionist.” 

Berry’s father, John, is part of Neasham’s 
team as foreman. As a Warwick Farm veteran, a 
former trainer who has worked under grizzled 
old-timers like Greg Hickman, Billy Prain and the 
late Guy Walter, Berry’s steady hand helps piece 
together the logistical puzzle the multi-stable 
operation presents. “Obviously I am a little bit 
biased, but I think she has the right people helping 
her,” says Berry. “But that is another quality I see in 
many top trainers. Like Ciaron, she has a knack of 
attracting good people around and she trusts them 
to do their job.”

Berry was Neasham’s leading jockey through 
her breakout rookie season (2020-21), a 30-win 
campaign capped by the star performances of 
Mo’unga and English import Zaaki.

Jelfs maintains that however impressive 
Neasham has been so far, the best is yet to come. “It 
is all very well setting up a stable and getting results 
like she has, but she strives every day to better her 
stable. Even when she is getting Group One 
winners, she will be asking me ‘Do you know of 
any tried horses? I have great two-year-olds, 
flagship Group One horses but I am missing that 
middle group.’ She is always looking to improve 
herself, and her stable.” 

 The good news for Australian racing, and bad 
news for rivals, is that Neasham is here to stay.

“I thought I would do a year here and a year in 
America, and I hoped that off the back of that 
experience I would get a good assistant trainer job 
back in England,” she says. “I never really thought  
I would live away from England forever, but I just 
fell in love with Australia and the industry. There’s 
no going back now, other than for a holiday.”   

THE ARRIVAL OF ANNABEL

Tommy Berry and 
Annabel celebrate 
Mo’unga’s Rosehill 
Guineas victory.  
Photo: Mark Evans/
Getty
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Top of 
the game

Australian-bred stallions continue to 
dominate the local sires’ table, while 
also making their mark overseas, 
writes Bren O’Brien

Champion Australian First
 Season Sire, Extreme Choice. 

Photo: Newgate Farm/Sharon Lee Chapman
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Amid a thoroughbred industry boom 
fuelled by global investment and 
local confidence generated by record 
prizemoney, the statistical supremacy of 

Australian-bred stallions remains undiminished 
and, indeed, indisputable.

In the 2020/21 Australian Champion Sires 
Table, locally bred stallions made up nine of the 
top 10 horses, with the one outlier bred in New 
Zealand, while in the previous season, all top 10 
stallions were bred in Australia. 

It’s the continuation of a trend that has been 
predominant for much of the past 16 years, when 
the hugely influential shuttle stallion Danehill 
(USA) won his last Champion Sire title. In the  
time since, the honour of being Australia’s 
best-performed stallion in terms of progeny 
earnings has gone to a stallion with the AUS suffix 
on 15 occasions.

It’s a trend that goes deep as well. In the past 
decade there have been 26 individual sires which 
have finished Top 10 on the Sires’ Table, with 21 of 
them bred in Australia. 

Newgate’s Henry Field has gone ‘all-in’ for 
locally bred sires, eschewing the use of shuttle 
stallions. For he and his investors in this thorough-
bred powerhouse, it has nothing to do with 
parochialism and everything to do with sound 
business sense and what has been proven to work.

“Australian stallions are for Australian 
conditions. They are proven on our soil and they 
tend to produce progeny which excel under our 
racing conditions,” Field says.

“Blind Freddy can see that the best Australian 
horses dominate the Australian Sires’ Table, year 
after year. There is value in the shuttle stallions 
coming in to diversify our genetic pool, but the 
reality is that the ones that succeed out here are 
more outliers rather than the norm. 

“There is enough variability and risk you take 
when you are breeding horses, before you throw 
another huge risk component into it by breeding  
to the unproven shuttle horse. The Australian-bred 
stallion dominates the Australian Sires’ Table time 
and time again.”

Newgate’s Australian-focussed strategy is now 
paying serious dividends. Last season, it had three 

Australian-bred stallions, Extreme Choice, 
Capitalist and Flying Artie, produce Group 
One-winning two-year-olds with their first crop. 
They would also fill the top three spots in the race 
to be crowned Champion First Season Sire.

Newgate doubled down by securing interests 
in those three Group One winners with a view to 
them standing at the Hunter Valley-based stud at 
the end of their racing careers.

There are a variety of reasons behind the 
statistical primacy of Australian stallions, but for 
Field it is about the athletic advantage these horses 
boast from the time they are foaled.

“I think Australian stallions are definitely a 
faster, more mature, more physical animal and it’s 
very hard for lighter-boned European horses to 
handle our early racing on fast tracks,” he says.

“It comes down to getting horses that are so 
well-suited to our conditions that they excel racing 
around on our racecourses,” explains Field. “They 
are bred to be horses that perform at their best on 
Australian soil.”

A GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE
It’s a phenomenon apparent from an international 
perspective as well. David Redvers, Racing and 
Bloodstock Manager for Qatari-based Sheikh 
Fahad Al Thani and the owner and manager of 
Tweenhills Stud, has been a long-time admirer of 
Australian sprinting thoroughbreds.

As an investor in Widden Stud stallion 
Zoustar, a Champion Australian Sire in both his 
first and second seasons, Redvers has witnessed at 
close quarters the effectiveness of those fast and 
precocious genes.  

“Your entire program is aimed towards speed 
and precocity, particularly speed, and therefore 
your breed would have had to develop in that 
particular direction,” he says.

TOP OF THE GAME 

>>

Stay Inside, from 
Extreme Choice’s 
first crop, wins the 
Golden Slipper. 
Photo: Lisa Grimm

Newgate’s Henry 
Field (centre)  
is confident in his 
commitment to 
Australian-bred 
stallions. Photo:  
Mark Evans/Getty
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“It follows for me that the best turf sprinters in 
the world, and we have seen it with the likes of 
Black Caviar, come from your direction and 
having the very best of them standing here, can 
only be a bonus for our breed. That’s an argument 
I have been making.”

Zoustar’s much-anticipated first Northern 
Hemisphere crop hit the European yearling sales 
in 2021, and for Redvers, it is clear that on type 
Australian-bred stallions leave a stronger, more 
powerful horse.

“There are some very good speed stallions up 
here and some particularly good young ones 
coming through such as Ardad and Mehmas. But 
they were two-year-old precocious horses that 
Zoustar would eat for breakfast as a physical,” 
Redvers says.

“He’s a much more imposing stamp of a horse 
when compared to the European sprinter.”

Another major difference between the leading 
stallions in Australia and those in the Northern 
Hemisphere is the volume of horses available to 
buy as yearlings.

All Top 10 sires of last season were offered 
through an Australasian yearling sale, and the  
nine that were sold fetched an average price of 
under $250,000.

Backing up that accessibility in the market-
place is the diversity of sources, with 10 different 
breeders represented among the Top 10 stallions. 
It is these factors which Field believes lends an 
entirely different dynamic to the Australian-bred 
stallion market.

“Australia is a very open market. The econom-
ics of how the Australian bloodstock and racing 
industry work are as good as anywhere else in the 
world,” Field says.

“The best of our breeders, for the most part, 
offer their stock to market. It’s also the case where 

the best race fillies that retire from racing are 
offered to the market. You don’t have a closed shop.

“Europe is very much dominated by a small 
number of billionaire owner-breeders that make it 
very hard for a normal person to compete. Here, if 
you work hard and you try and refine your skills, 
become better and better at buying horses and you 
have some support behind you, you can play ball 
with the wealthiest guys in the industry.

“We are in a wonderful position and I believe 
it’s a golden age for bloodstock ownership in 
Australia,” he says.

The trend of Australian-bred stallions at the 
top of the sires’ rankings shows no sign of dimin-
ishing. The top three stallions on the First Season 
Sires Table and top four on the Second Season 
Sires’ Table in 2020/21 were bred in Australia. 

All but one of those seven emerging stallions 
were offered as yearlings through major sales,  
again speaking to the opportunities available in  
the local market as compared to the Northern 
Hemisphere. Significantly, those seven young 

stallions, six of which remain active, are themselves 
by seven separate sires. 

TO THE WORLD
Dominating at home is one thing, but an even 
better measure of the strength of the Australian 
thoroughbred breed would be success for these 
stallions abroad.

‘Reverse-shuttling’ is an enormous challenge, 
but one which can reap significant rewards for the 
select few who can thrive both at home and away.

The decision of Redvers and the fellow 
shareholders in Zoustar to stand the multiple 
Group One-winning son of Northern Meteor in 
England was not one taken lightly.

“There was too much money invested in his 
purchase to risk reverse-shuttling him from the 
very start. This game is risk and reward and it was 
much safer to leave him with Antony Thompson at 
Widden and let the horse weave his magic and see 
how he got on,” he says.

“It worked better than any of us could have 
hoped with that incredible first crop of runners. 
After that it was the easiest decision in the world to 
reverse-shuttle him. We could back the horse with 
our large book of mares with complete confidence 
because we were dealing with a superstar.

“Ever since we have known the horse is a 
superstar, sending him dozens of mares has been 
the easiest thing to do. We are doing it at great 
value up here too, sending mares for £30,000 up 
here compared to $150,000 or so at Widden.”

THE EXCEED EXAMPLE
The most successful ‘reverse-shuttle’ Australian 
stallion of the 21st century has been Darley’s 
Exceed And Excel, who, as of the time of writing, 
has produced 107 stakes winners from his  
Australian base and 82 from England and Ireland.

TOP OF THE GAME 

David Redvers says 
Zoustar (pictured)  
is ‘a much more 
imposing stamp of 
a horse when 
compared to the 
European sprinter.’ 
Photo: Tweenhills

>>
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Darley’s current Head of Stallions, Alastair 
Pulford, was part of the team who decided to 
stand the son of Danehill (USA) in the Northern 
Hemisphere from the outset.

“John Ferguson was always an adventurous 
person and always wanted to explore new ideas, 
and it was him, with Sheikh Mohammed’s 
backing, that initiated trying to reverse-shuttle 
with Exceed And Excel. We weren’t the first people 
to do it, but we put a lot of effort behind it,” 
Pulford says.

“He went over and stood at £7,000 initially, so 
he wasn’t held in the same regard by the market in 

the United Kingdom as he was over here. He  
was given the opportunity, however, and we have 
got an accomplished sales team that had strong 
relationships with key breeders and they could  
call on them. 

“Obviously, the horse was good enough to 
capitalise on that support and for a while there  
he looked a better stallion in Europe than he did  
in Australia.”

Exceed And Excel stood his final season in the 
Northern Hemisphere in 2019 at Kildangan Stud 
at €50,000, a measure of the reputation he built. 
He has also paved the way for others.

“Good stallions make good stallions wherever 
they are, and we are firmly of the belief that they 
have to be given the opportunity,” Pulford says.

Darley has also played a major role in shuttling 
horses to Australia and its late homebred stallion, 
Street Cry (IRE), is the only internationally bred 
stallion in the past 16 seasons to have been 
crowned Australian Champion Sire.

Pulford points out that shuttle stallions, who 
currently make up around six per cent of the 
stallion population in Australia and produce 
approximately 16 per cent of the foal population, 
are at a statistical disadvantage when it comes to 
volume of runners and winners due to these 
relatively small numbers.

“The likes of a Street Cry or a More Than 
Ready, they carved out their way as Top 10 
stallions through sheer merit, not through weight 
of numbers,” he says.

“They can also leave an Australian-bred son 
who will carry on their line. More Than Ready did 
that with Sebring. It is elite blood we are talking 
about and that shows out all over the world.”

Late Widden stallion, Sebring, was one of five 
of those represented among the Top 10 Australian 
sires in 2020/21 who are by shuttle stallions.

Henry Field may be an avowed advocate of 
the Australian-bred stallion, but he too sees the 
significant value in the imported bloodlines that 
come into Australia.

“I think that we have the balance in place 
where we get the best-credentialed shuttle stallions 
and we get the best-credentialed local stallions,”  
he says.

“It’s a wonderful thing that these shuttle 
horses come to Australia, because they bring a 
diverse gene pool, but if a breeder wants to put the 
odds in their favour, it makes a lot more sense to 
breed to these Australian horses.”   

Exceed And Excel  
has sired 1,617 
winners, just six shy 
of his own sire, the 
prolific Danehill. 
Photo: Darley
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2021 highlights 

History-making 
jockey, Jamie Kah. 

Photo: Scott 
Barbour/Racing 

Photos

Milestones abounded for jockeys, breeders and buyers alike despite the COVID-19 pandemic

In the depths of a Melbourne 
winter as the racing season comes 
to a usually low-key end, it takes 
something extraordinary for the 
sport to become headline news. 

But that’s what happened 
as jockey Jamie Kah chased 
her history-making 
win to confirm 
her coronation 
at the pinnacle 
of Australia’s 
riding ranks.

Kah captivated 
sports followers 
around the country 
as she closed in on a long-
standing record: becoming the 
first jockey to ride a century of 
winners on Victorian metropolitan 
tracks, having effectively wrapped up 
the premiership for the most winners 
weeks before.

The 25-year-old reached the 
milestone on July 10 via a win on 
Deep Speed, a promising sprinter 
trained by Tony and Calvin McEvoy.

foreign to me still,” Kah said after 
bringing Deep Speed back to scale.

Her winning ride was everything 
Kah has become known for since 
moving from South Australia to 
Victoria in early 2020.

She is acknowledged as a rider 
who makes positive decisions out 
of the barriers, and has the balance 
to match strength in a close finish. 
Make no mistake, Kah is elite.

“I think in general if you had to 
sum her up, she rides her horse first 
and the race second,” Melbourne 

trainer Mick Price says.
Kah’s 2020-21 season 

included five Group One wins 
for five different stables and 
a Scobie Breasley Medal as 

Victoria’s best jockey.
Alas, her rise to stardom 

stalled at the start of the new 
season. Banned over a breach 
of Racing Victoria’s COVID-19 
protocols, Kah was forced to sit out 

the spring carnival.
No doubt she’ll be back to keep 

writing the record books in 2021-22.

Jamie Kah milestone captures a broad sporting audience

There was a sparse group 
of racegoers at Caulfield to 
acknowledge the achievement, but 
they made enough noise to ensure 
Kah was aware of their presence.

“I’m not the one for crowds and 
people cheering my name. It’s very 
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Yankee Rose and She Will Reign, 
rags-to-riches poster girls for 
prominent syndicator Darby Racing, 
can now lay claim to being jewels of 
the Japanese breeding industry.

In what ranks as a spectacular 
endorsement for the Australian 
thoroughbred industry, it took 
a combined A$6.5 
million to buy their 
progeny at this year’s 
Japan Racing Horse 
Association Select Sale.

A Lord Kanaloa colt, 
the third foal from the 
ATC Sires’ Produce 
and Spring Champion 
Stakes winner Yankee 
Rose, was the most 
sought after – selling 
for A$4.5 million.

The first yearling from the 
Golden Slipper winner She Will 
Reign, a colt by Heart’s Cry, also had 
an army of admirers when selling 
for A$2 million.

They were both knocked down 
to Masahiro Noda, a software 
executive who races his string  
of thoroughbreds under the  
‘Danon’ banner.

It’s a far cry from the outlay 
syndicator Scott Darby made to 
secure Yankee Rose and She Will 
Reign as yearlings in Australia.

Yankee Rose, a daughter of 
All American, was purchased for 
$10,000 at the 2015 Inglis Classic 
Yearling Sale.

She Will Reign, by Manhattan 
Rain, cost $20,000 at the 2016 Inglis 
Classic before winning the Golden 
Slipper and the Moir Stakes in 2017.

Darby says both mares were sold 
to Japanese interests 
just before the 
Australian broodmare 
market roared to life.

“Weanlings 
fetching $3 million 
just doesn’t happen 
here, and it’s easy to 
see why the Japanese 
are sourcing the best 
mares from around 
the world with that 

sort of return on investment,” 
Darby says.

“At the time we sold Yankee Rose 
and She Will Reign, we were getting 
nowhere near the offers in Australia 
that were coming in from Japan.

“It’s an amazing game, there’s so 
many rags-to-riches stories,” says 
Darby. “It’s what keeps the game so 
vibrant in Australia, anybody can 
get involved.”

Australian broodmares 
deliver mind-boggling 
results in Japan

>>

Amid unprecedented and difficult 
circumstances, Australia’s best-
known bloodstock companies still 
had reason for celebration after 
their round of yearling 
sales in 2021.

Despite international 
and domestic border 
closures creating an 
uneasy build-up to 
sales, the market rallied 
strongly.

In a nod to the vitality 
of the Australian racing 
industry – as well as the 
marketing creativity 
and initiatives of Magic 
Millions, Inglis and 
Aushorse – international buyers 
somehow found a way.

Domestic demand was as keen 
as ever, while overseas investment 
remained healthy.

“We worked hard in getting the 
best possible buying bench to the 
[Gold Coast] sale and to be involved 
remotely, and they responded in 
spirited style,” says Magic Millions 
managing director Barry Bowditch.

“The whole Magic Millions team 
had to be incredibly dynamic.”

Likewise, Inglis also took up the 
challenge and reported a huge 
surge in viewership for its in-house 
coverage of the Australian Easter 
Yearling Sale at Riverside.

More than 50,000 viewers tuned 
in from 104 countries on the first 
day of the sale, representing a 60 
per cent increase on 2020.

Magic Millions 
achieved a gross of $212 
million during its Gold 
Coast sale in January, 
highlighted by the 
average price of Book 1 
yearlings increasing to 
$251,095.

Inglis enjoyed the 
second-highest grossing 
Easter sale of all-time 
with turnover of more 
than $132 million.

“Even the most optimistic among 
us would have thought that was 
probably unlikely,” says newly 
appointed Inglis Bloodstock chief 
executive Sebastian Hutch.

As international borders 
gradually reopen, there is a general 
consensus that overseas buyers 
could exceed pre-pandemic 
numbers next year.

It’s a mouth-watering scenario 
that is certain to create an even 
bigger buzz around the Australian 
breeding industry in 2022. 

Yearling sales hold  
up well despite global 
challenges

Ciaron Maher was the 
leading buyer of yearlings 
in 2021. Photo: Inglis

Lord Kanaloa – Yankee Rose 
colt. Photo: ©Japan Racing 
Horse Association



 24 AUSHORSE MAGAZINE 

A Thoroughbred Breeders Australia 
(TBA) enterprise aimed at helping 
young Australian’s turn their passion 
for horses into a career, continued to 
set an industry educational standard 
in 2021.

Now in its fourth year, Fast Track 
is a fully-structured training program 
run in conjunction with TAFE and 
major breeders, which is designed 
specifically to provide a pathway for 
new people to enter the breeding 
industry workforce. 

Successful applicants commence 
a traineeship with a reputable stud 
farm, while studying for a Certificate 
III in Horse Breeding – a nationally 
recognised, formal qualification. 

The 12-month program offers 
an unmatched introduction to the 
thoroughbred industry, providing an 
experience that can lead to endless 
possibilities for graduates.

Most applicants have little to 
no prior experience working with 
thoroughbreds, while some have no 
horse experience at all. However, 
close to 90 per cent of graduates have 
remained working in the industry.

As part of the program, TBA offers 
a full scholarship to a graduate 

of Fast Track each year to attend 
the Irish National Stud (INS) and 
continue their training. 

Known as the Nolan Scholarship, 
this prize is awarded in memory 
of the late Basil Nolan Jnr, a much 
loved and respected member of the 
Australian thoroughbred community.  

Last year’s co-recipients, Lachie 
Pethica and Alyssa Pickels, flew 
to Ireland amidst the COVID-19 
uncertainty and wasted no time in 

establishing themselves as two of the 
industry’s rising young stars. 

Both graduated from the INS with 
merits of distinction, with Lachie 
awarded the overall silver medal. 

To add to their list of accolades, 
Lachie was also successful in gaining 
a position on the coveted Godolphin 
Flying Start program, while Alyssa 
was previously named a finalist twice 
in the Australian Stud and Stable 
Staff Awards newcomer category. 

“To see graduates go on to become 
productive and valued members of 
the industry is incredibly rewarding,” 
says TBA’s Cecelia O’Gorman.

“We are at the stage now where we 
have enough students and alumni 
out there in the workplace – all doing 
really well in their respective roles 
– for us to know that the pathway 
works and that we are playing a vital 
role in finding and developing the 
next generation of staff.” 

2021  HIGHLIGHTS

Fast Track gives 
graduates inside 
running for new careers

Fast Track trainees celebrate at graduation. Photo: TBA
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After four years racing out of 
five different stables, the global 
accolades are at last starting to come 
for one of the modern era’s fastest 
Australian racehorses.

Nature Strip already owns 
an Australian Horse of the Year 
crown but elite-level international 
recognition has been absent – until 
this year.

An archetypal Australian-bred 
sprinter as a son of the two-time 
Group One winner Nicconi, Nature 
Strip will carry a 124 international 
rating into 2022.

It’s a figure that puts him at the 
summit of the swiftest horses in 
the latest Longines World’s Best 
Racehorse Rankings, one place 
higher than last year, when he 
finished behind fellow Aussie-breds 
Classique Legend and Bivouac. 

And it also continues a decade 
of stunning results for Australian-
bred thoroughbreds who have raced 
their way to the pinnacle of the 
international standings.

Champions Black Caviar and Winx 
dominated the rankings during their 
careers and Nature Strip is a bona 
fide successor.

Force of Nature 
dominates Australian 
sprinting ranks

Nature Strip has found his 
niche under Winx’s trainer, Chris 
Waller, collecting seven Group One 
wins since arriving at Waller’s all-
conquering stable in 2019. The latest 
coming in the Darley Classic.

It was Nature Strip’s second 
success in the premier weight-for-age 
sprint race for the Melbourne Cup 
carnival, following his victory in the 
$15 million Everest, that confirmed 

his status as the 
world’s benchmark 
sprinter.

But for the horse 
who has done just about 
everything, after winning 19 of his 
34 starts and more than $16 million 
in prizemoney, there could be greater 
challenges ahead.

Winning overseas has been a 
long-held ambition for Nature 

Strip’s owners, 
and a draft 2022 

itinerary includes 
opportunities to 

showcase his talent on the 
international stage.

Both Dubai and Royal Ascot are 
possible destinations in a schedule 
befitting a world champion, as well 
as a worthy ambassador for the 
Australian racing industry.  

Nature Strip winning the Darley Classic. 
Photo: George Sal/Racing Photos

The top three  
highest-rated sprinters 

in the world are all 
Australian-bred
1. Nature Strip

2. Masked Crusader
3. Eduardo
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I love a sunburnt country, 
A land of sweeping plains, 
Of ragged mountain ranges, 
Of droughts and flooding rains.

The oft-quoted opening to the second 
paragraph of  Dorothea’s Mackellar  
‘My Country’ is burnt on to Australia’s 
collective psyche. Beyond those famous 

few lines, ‘My Country’ is about the Australian 
landscape’s ability to bounce back and grow 
through adversity, the cycle of life and loss, and  
of regeneration. It is appropriate then, that 
inspiration came from Mackellar’s time living at 
Torryburn Stud, an historic farm re-imagined  

A spring to remember signals 
the beginning of a new 
chapter for Torryburn Stud, 
writes Michael Cox

Under the Cornish 
family, Torryburn 
has transformed 
from hobby farm to 
a highly-successful 
boutique breeding 
operation. 
Photo: Torryburn

and revitalised by owner, breeder and racing 
administrator John Cornish (with his late wife 
Pam, along with their children Brett and Tania) 
to become the birthplace of champions.

A teenaged Mackellar witnessed the breaking 
of a merciless drought at the farm in 1904. As mist 
swirled around the “ragged mountain ranges” of 
the nearby Mount Royal Ranges and Barrington 
Tops, and the rain beat on the eucalypt forests and 
tin roofs of the homestead like “the drumming of 
an army,” she watched the “sweeping plains” spring 
back to life, as ribbons of green unfurled through 
the Paterson Valley near Gresford.

It was at the end of another dry spell in 2002 
when John and Pam Cornish purchased the farm 
from breeders Rob and Jenny Ferguson. The 
Fergusons had spent 13 years renovating – extend-
ing the gardens and building a breeding operation 
that produced 2001 Golden Slipper winner Ha Ha.

Cornish – the son of a farmer who decided 
school was not for him at age 14 – had made a 
fruitful career in real estate. After helping put tens 
of thousands of families in homes in Sydney’s 
booming west, he placed some of his earnings into 
his then-hobby – breeding – and more specifically 
into Torryburn.

A new 
day 
dawns
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Despite Torryburn’s reputation as a 
boutique stud of note, Cornish is 

perhaps best known in racing circles for 
a rebuild of another iconic racing 

property: Royal Randwick Racecourse and 
its ageing grandstand. Cornish was at the 

forefront of the redevelopment, which he oversaw 
as the inaugural chairman of the Australian Turf 
Club (ATC).

It was a throwaway line to the media at a wet 
and windswept midweek meeting at headquarters 
that turned Cornish from long-time Australian 
Jockey Club (AJC) member to popularly-elected 
administrator, first as vice-chairman of the AJC, 
and then ATC chairman. 

“There might have been five paying patrons 
and about 20 people from the media there,” 
Cornish recalls. “I was with my friend Allan 

Osburg, and a couple of the media guys were 
winding us up and asking what we would do to 
improve this situation with racing in New South 
Wales, and Randwick in particular. Being half a 
smart arse, as I sometimes can be, I said; ‘It’s like 
this, if the pies are cold and the beers are hot, 
somebody is stuffing it up big time.’ A few weeks 
later Allan and I had gone from being two people 
not remotely interested in the roles to being chair 
and vice-chair. I really should have shut my mouth.” 

Many would disagree. Cornish was part of a 
momentous period of change that saw the two 
Sydney clubs merge in 2010 and memberships 
skyrocket. Randwick’s multi-purpose grandstand 
became the home of the newly branded and 
streamlined Autumn carnival – ‘The Champion-
ships’ – and a jewel in the crown of the world’s 
fastest moving jurisdiction. Cornish had played a 
pivotal role in the revitalisation of the sport. 

“Our first priority was membership, it was 
going backwards as fast as it could go, and then 
there was the concrete cancer in the grandstands,” 
Cornish remembers. “People loved the old grand-
stands, but nobody was game to stand in them and 
there was no appeal about the old buildings. They 
were hopeless, everything was outdated.”

A $168m gift from the government may seem 
like a lot of money, but if not for Cornish’s unique 
combination of business acumen, real-world 
people skills and old-school tenacity, it may not 
have been enough to build Randwick’s state-of-the-
art facilities within budget.

The club was able to take advantage of a lull in 
the construction industry to achieve its vision of a 
grandstand that not only served its members on 
raceday, but also acted as a commercially viable 
hospitality venue on non-racedays.

“We were able to get an earn out of an 
otherwise empty building that hosted seven 

A NEW DAY DAWNS

>>

Top: Espiona romps 
home in the Desirable 
Stakes on Oaks Day. 
Photo: George Sal/
Racing Photos. 

Inset: Espiona 
pictured as a yearling. 
Photo: Torryburn

“We had worked very hard  
and decided that in the latter part  
of our life we would like to build a 
nest egg somewhere,” Cornish says. 
“We had modest amounts of money  
to spend. It was a beautiful farm,  
but when we purchased it, it was in  
total drought.”

Under the ownership of the Cornish family, 
Torryburn has been reborn: expanded and  
enhanced with new roads, kilometres of state-of-
the-art fencing, improved barns and a vet complex. 
New river frontage was also acquired, along with  
water licences to draw from the pristine Allyn River 
and drought-proofing the property through a 
network of 14 dams.

“It started as a hobby for us 25 years ago, and it 
is now certainly a business of some class and 
beauty,” Cornish says, with justified pride. “It is a 
magnificent property.”
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race meetings a month,” Cornish said. “A lot 
changed and I am pretty pleased that it wasn’t just 
one result – it wasn’t just the pies and the beer – we 
achieved much more than that. We turned it around 
from dying to a very popular and profitable place.

“The merger changed the demographics of 
membership, it changed the profitability, it changed 
everything. As a result, instead of making a massive 
loss every year, it made a nice profit each year.”

            

In 2016, Cornish and Torryburn went through 
another season of immense change. At around this 
time, Pam was diagnosed with cancer. John had 
retired from his chairmanship in 2013 and the 
couple decided to take a step back from the 
day-to-day running of the farm and enjoy it more 
– handing more responsibilities to Brett. 

While the skills of staff and infrastructure of 
the farm were a point of pride, and the stud had 
achieved a reputation as one that punched above 

its weight, it was clear the breeding stock 
required replenishment.

“We had our ducks in a row with the 
farm first and we actually had a number  
of mares that weren’t performing,” Brett 
explains. “Four of our top five mares either 
lost foals or weren’t going in foal, and we 
also had a change of personnel at the farm. We 
promoted Mel Copeland to stud manager to lead 
a core of long-serving staff.  We made a decision as 
a family that we were in it for the long run, we had 
rebuilt the farm, but now we had to rebuild the 
broodmare band. The farm had always been 
capable of producing top horses – about a dozen 
Group One winners had come off the farm since 
we owned it – but we had a lot of good horses, but 
they weren’t by high-profile sires.”

Rather than get into a chequebook war at 
broodmare sales with the big guns, Torryburn 
stayed true to its boutique brand and went about 
rebuilding the broodmare band selectively, smartly 
sourcing mares by proven broodmare sires that fit 

well with the abundant speed on offer from 
Australian sires.

“We didn’t have the major artillery 
that a lot of breeders had,” Brett says. 
“Rather than just going out and paying a 

heap of money, we did it as the opportunity 
arose, and were quite targeted and specific 

with what we wanted. We were willing to wait 
over a period of time, not just try and get it all 

done in the space of two years.”

            

Torryburn finished the 2021 spring having bred 
and sold the pin-up colt and filly of the carnival, two 
bona fide bluebloods with exciting futures – Home 
Affairs and Espinosa – both of them the result of 
that 2016 rebuild.

Home Affairs – bought by Coolmore for 
$875,000 at the 2020 Inglis Easter Yearling Sale 
– was dominant in what is arguably Australia’s 
pre-eminent stallion-making race, the Coolmore 

Top: The Cornish 
family have invested 
significantly in 
upgrading the 
infrastructure and 
facilities on the 
property. Inset: Home 
Affairs pictured as a 
yearling, before 
selling for $875,000. 
Photos: Torryburn
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A NEW DAY DAWNS

Home Affairs 
returned to the 
property where he 
was bred to spell
over the summer. 
Photo: Torryburn

Stud Stakes. The three-length romp – rated as 
one of the best performances in the race’s history 
– stamped the son of I Am Invincible as one of the 
country’s most valuable stud prospects (and in a 
sign of confidence in Torryburn’s staff and 
facilities, Home Affairs – now valued at more than 
$40 million – spent the summer spelling on the 
property he was foaled on). 

Then there was Espiona. At the time of 
writing, John reckoned he had watched the replay 
of the filly’s astonishing 61/2 length win in the 
Listed Desirable Stakes at Flemington on Oaks 
Day “at least 50 times.” Cornish reels off the 
details, as if you haven’t already heard about the 

filly everybody is talking about. “J-Mac (jockey 
James McDonald) is back third-last and three wide 
– and remember, it’s only her second start in a race 
– and when he presses the button coming into the 
straight she doesn’t just pick up, she just flies,” 
Cornish says, buzzing with excitement like he is a 
first-time owner. “Twenty metres out he was sitting 
up and watching himself on the big screen!”

Torryburn’s reputation had been forged through 
bargains like Hot King Prawn. Hong Kong’s 
champion sprinter cost just $90,000 as a yearling 
and is by Denman, a sire with a service fee of less 
than $10,000. El Dorado Dreaming was a Group 
One winner by a stallion of similar standing, 

Ilovethiscity. It was a sign of Torryburn’s rapid 
regeneration that it sold two million dollar yearlings 
in the 2021 sales seasons, including a half-brother 
by Capitalist to James Harron (now named Wilbury 
and racing with Anthony and Sam Freedman).  

“We had always been able to produce Group 
one horses but now we are going to another level,” 
Brett says. “We all love it, it has been a labour of 
love for all of us. There are a lot of ups and downs 
in the breeding game, so it is important to enjoy 
the good times when they come around.”

            

The success of spring 2021 will always be tinged 
with the sadness that preceded it in 2020, when 
Pam Cornish died after a long and brave battle 
with cancer. John also suffered shoulder injuries 
that left him less mobile than he would like.

“It would have been lovely if I could have 
shared that success with Pam but it wasn’t to be,” 
John says. “But I think a new journey is just 
starting because the way the farm is set up now  
is all-together different and it is widely thought  
to be one of the nicest boutique broodmare farms 
in Australia.”

True to the spirit of Torryburn, after loss, a 
new era is emerging.

“The spring was very exciting for us and for 
those who have bought the horses,” John says as he 
reflects on the recent success from his seaside 
home in Wagstaffe, from where he makes a regular 
commute to the little slice of horse heaven he has 
helped create in the lower Hunter. 

“I can’t get enough of the farm, I just love it,” 
he says. “I go back up the highway and turn left 
and can be in Sydney in an hour and a quarter, or  
I can turn right and be on the farm in the same 
amount of time. I seldom turn left.”   
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A golden era

Golden Sixty powers 
home to win the 

Hong Kong 
Champions Mile. 

Photo:  
Donald Lee 

Australian-breds continue their run of elite success on the international stage, writes Greg Tobin
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A ustralia has long established its bona 
fides as the premier source of speed 
and Nature Strip’s ranking – through-
out 2021 – as the world’s best sprinter 

serves to underscore that lofty mantle.
Nature Strip’s brilliant victory in the $15 

million Everest in October certainly rammed home 
the point to a global audience, but it’s Aussie expat 
Golden Sixty that has stolen the show as far as 
Hong Kong racing fans are concerned.

While it was another stellar 12 months for 

Australian-breds with 75 stakes victories in New 
Zealand, the USA, Singapore, South Africa, Macau 
and New Zealand (up from 69 in 2020), the Queens-
land-bred Golden Sixty has shone the brightest.

A crowd favourite last year when becoming 
only the second horse (behind Australian-bred 
Rapper Dragon) to sweep the 4YO Classic Series, 
Golden Sixty has gone from strength to strength 
with seven successive victories in 2021/22, earning 
the Medaglia d’Oro 6YO due recognition as Hong 
Kong Horse of the Year, along with Champion 

Miler, Champion Middle Distance and, for the 
second year running, Most Popular Horse.

Golden Sixty joins Fairy King Prawn (twice), 
Silent Witness (twice), Sacred Kingdom, Able 
Friend and Rapper Dragon as Australian-bred 
Hong Kong horses of the year since 2000, but the 
reigning champ is set to eclipse an important 
milestone in the next few months.

Two more successive victories would see  
him emulate the deeds of Silent Witness, who  
won 17 straight in Hong Kong, while going 

A GOLDEN ERA 

>>

ON THE BUBBLES
(New Zealand)
2018 g (Brazen Beau 
- More Bubbles)
Bred by Burnewang  
North Pastoral. 
Victoria’s Burnewang North 
Pastoral would deservedly 
have been on the bubbles, 
and certainly the toast of 
Kiwi counterparts, after 
breeding and selling not one, but two Group winners in New Zealand 
in 2021. A $60,000 buy at the 2019 Inglis Great Southern Sale, On The 
Bubbles was the star of New Zealand’s juvenile ranks in 2020/21, winning 
his first three starts, twice running second to Australian-bred Sword 
of State (including the Group One Diamond Stakes) and finishing off 
his season with a dominant display in the Group One Manawatu Sires’ 
Produce, winning by three lengths. The first Group One winner for 
Godolphin’s Brazen Beau, On The Bubbles is from a half sister to Group 
One winner Politeness. Remarkably, another Burnewang North Pastoral 
home-bred and Te Akau Racing stablemate, Need I Say More (likewise 
sold as a weanling for $65,000 at the Magic Millions National sale), hardly 
put a hoof wrong last season with five from seven – all at stakes level – 
culminating in the Group Two Wellington Guineas.

WELLINGTON
(Hong Kong)
2016 g (All Too  
Hard - Mihiri)
Bred by Kia Ora Stud, 
David Paradise,  
Steve McCann. 
With Group One success 
in Australia, New Zealand, 
Hong Kong and Singapore 
for Vinery Stud’s All 
Too Hard over the last 12 months, it is ‘hard’ to isolate just one, but 
Wellington’s victory in the Group One Hong Kong Chairman’s Sprint 
Prize encapsulates the rise and rise of a genuine star performer. Sold by 
Kia Ora Stud for $70,000 at the Gold Coast Magic Millions Yearling Sale, 
Wellington has gone on to win the equivalent of $3 million. Broken in by 
yearling purchaser Lauriston Thoroughbreds, a slight injury thwarted 
Ready To Run plans, but it was a “blessing in disguise” according to 
Lauriston’s James O’Brien: “He showed tremendous ability from day one, 
but by the time we’d put him with a trainer, he’d really blossomed and 
was sold privately to Hong Kong on the basis of a jump out.” Wellington 
has subsequently jumped out for seven wins and a second from 10 starts 
in Hong Kong, while his success at Sha Tin in March equalled Sacred 
Kingdom’s long-standing 1200m Class 1 track record.

Photos: Trish Dunell 
and Donald Lee
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back-to-back in the Group One Hong Kong Mile 
in December would see Golden Sixty edge ever 
closer to record prizemoney in the region.

With his four Group One successes, Golden 
Sixty was joined at the elite level by other Australian- 
breds, Hot King Prawn (Champion Sprinter), and 
Chairman’s Sprint Prize hero Wellington. 

Singapore, too, was a happy hunting ground 
for Australian-breds with Aramaayo, Top Knight, 
Big Hearted, Lim’s Lightning and Hard Too Think 
all capturing majors, but it was the return to 
Australia of Lion City Cup winner The Inferno 
that garnered much of the attention.

A $10,000 weanling purchase, The Inferno 

was Singapore Horse of the Year in 2020, winning 
nine from 10 in the region, then returning home to 
win the Group Two McEwen Stakes and finish 
runner up in the Group One Moir.

Meanwhile, across the pond, Australian-breds 
won nine Group Ones in New Zealand, among 
them Derby winner, Rocket Spade, Bonham (Levin 
Classic), Sword of State (Diamond Stakes) and On 
The Bubbles (Manawatu Sires’), but it was Te Akau 
Racing’s truly remarkable Fastnet Rock mare, 
Avantage, that took advantage of the Kiwis.

The Champion NZ 2YO of 2017/18 and 
Leading 3YO Filly, Avantage raced six times 
between January and April – from 1200m to 

2000m and all at Group One level – winning five 
and finishing second to Melody Belle in the other.

It’s been a big 12 months for David Ellis’ Te 
Akau Racing whose other Australian-bred Group 
winners include Sword of State, On The Bubbles, 
Need I Say More, In A Twinkling and Imperatriz.

The success of Australian-breds has not been 
lost on international buyers with over $81 million 
invested from overseas at the 2021 Australian 
yearling sales. New Zealand and Hong Kong were 
the biggest players with $36 million apiece. 

With the reputation of Australian-breds 
continuing to soar, the internationals are sure to be 
out in force again at the 2022 yearling sales.   

Photos: Liesl King and 
Singapore Turf Club

A GOLDEN ERA 

RUN FOX RUN
(South Africa)
2015 m (Foxwedge -  
Victory Cry)
Bred by Mill Park, 
Quality Thoroughbred 
Breeding Joint Venture. 
South African trainers have 
sourced many outstanding 
Australian-breds in recent 
years including Horse of 
the Year, Oh Susanna, and Champion 2YO, Soqrat, but the aptly named 
Run Fox Run was truly one out of the box. Among five Group One winners 
for Woodside Park’s Foxwedge, Run Fox Run was sold for $420,000 at the 
Inglis Easter Yearling Sale and would prove to be an instant highlight, 
winning her first four starts including the Group Two Southern Cross. 
With a Group One fourth the only blot on her copybook, Run Fox Run’s 
remaining five starts composed of three wins – the crowning glory being 
the Group One Cape Flying Championship – and two seconds. In one of 
the best fields ever assembled for the Cape Flying, Run Fox Run defeated 
eight Group One winners. Retired from racing, Run Fox Run was covered 
in September – to Southern Hemisphere time – by Frankel.

LIM’S LIGHTNING
(Singapore) 2015 g  
(Lope de Vega -  
Wayne’s Gold)
Bred by Lynn Tipper. 
A $50,000 purchase from 
the 2017 Magic Millions 
Gold Coast Horses in 
Training Sale, Lim’s 
Lightning is the gift to 
Singapore that keeps on 
giving – and living proof that lightning does strike in the same place twice: 
nine times in fact. A winner at two, three, four and five, Lim’s Lightning’s 
only two outings thus far at six were both victories – among them the 
prestigious Singapore Group One Raffles Cup, by nearly four lengths. 
Lim’s Lightning would win two of his three starts as a juvenile – including 
the Aushorse Golden Horseshoe – and while a seven-month sojourn in 
Australia yielded just the one victory – his record at Kranji is 10 wins and 
four placings from 17 starts. Indeed, his form in 2021 reads six wins and a 
second from as many runs. With sprinting stars in Australia such as Santa 
Ana Lane, Spanish Reef and Vega Magic, Lim’s Lightning hails from the 
same crop of Lope de Vega as Gytrash, Spanish Whisper and Vega One.
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The comparison was as obvious as it was 
once frustrating for everyone with a  
connection to Queensland’s latest  
member of racing’s Group One club.

But thankfully for all involved, the similarities 
between Jonker and his sire, Spirit Of Boom, didn’t 
end with their matching looks and an exasperating 
patch of form.

After one too many seasons in racing’s 
wilderness, Jonker realised his early potential on 
the Group One stage for Brisbane’s premier trainer, 
Tony Gollan, in exactly the same way his father did 
– under lights at Moonee Valley.

And his success also underlined the strength 
of Australian racing’s outlier states when it comes 
to trying to match it with NSW and Victoria for 
results at the highest level.

Aimed at the $1 million Manikato Stakes after 
missing out on a slot in The Everest, Jonker 
delivered a rich reward for perseverance and 
patience, as well as a breakthrough Group One win 
for Spirit Of Boom as a sire.

The triumph evoked memories of Spirit Of 
Boom’s extended journey to success for Gollan 
– from a hard-luck story of the Magic Millions 
2YO Classic to a Group One hero four years later 
in the 2014 William Reid Stakes.

Shining bright
The Group One stronghold of NSW and Victoria was 
challenged in 2021 – and Queensland led the way, 
writes Warwick Barr

Like father, like son: 
Jonker delivered a 
long-awaited Group 
One victory under 
lights at Moonee 
Valley, just like his 
sire Spirit Of Boom. 
Photo: Scott Barbour/
Racing Photos
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Vega One in the Kingsford Smith Cup on home 
turf during the Brisbane winter carnival.

But Jonker’s win is likely to be cherished most 
because of Gollan’s fondness for Spirit Of Boom 
– and the difficulties associated with sending 
horses interstate when border restrictions played 
havoc with travel plans.

Jonker landed at Gollan’s stable in 2020 –  
winless for more than 1,000 days after starting his 
career in the best possible way with a Magic 
Millions lead-up victory in 2017, when he was 
trained in NSW.

He created an immediate impression for his 
new yard, breaking a Doomben track record that 
belonged to Takeover Target and has hardly put a 
hoof wrong since.

“He’s been an incredible horse for all of his 
connections. I wasn’t sure what to expect when  
he arrived – but he got to the stable in great shape 
and he’s been a star,” Gollan said after the Manikato 
Stakes win.

“He’s had three runs in Group Ones for us for 
a first, second and third and he’s broken a track 
record in Brisbane and won a feature on Magic 
Millions Day.

“I’m very grateful to the owners for sending 
him my way and I’d really like to thank Peter and 
Paul Snowden and their team.

“I haven’t seen the horse for seven weeks and 
they’ve been incredible in the way they’ve looked 
after him for us.”

That level of expert care has accompanied 

SHINING BRIGHT

>>

Above: Jonker wins 
the Manikato Stakes  
at Moonee Valley. 
Photo: Pat Scala/
Racing Photos

Above right: Tony 
Gollan and jockey 
Jamie Kah celebrate 
Vega One’s Kingsford 
Smith Cup win. Photo: 
Trackside Photography

And the prophetic nature of Jonker’s 
heart-stopping Manikato victory wasn’t lost on the 
six-year-old’s Queensland breeder, Jeff Cullen.

“It’s odd. Jonker always had ability but 
everything has just panned out the same way as 
his father,” Cullen says. “They look the same and 
their careers have been identical.

“Spirit Of Boom pretty much went through 
the same thing. He was also one of the favourites 
for the Magic Millions and got rough travels like 
Jonker did in his year and didn’t do well.

“And then he had a bit of a lull in his career 
before coming good again.”

A winner of eight Brisbane trainers’ premier-
ships, Gollan also enjoyed Sydney autumn-carnival 
success with Krone in the Coolmore Classic, and 
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Jonker ever since he was foaled down at Cullen’s 
Wicklow Lodge as part of a breeding concern that 
is as meticulous as it is select.

Cullen, who was an apprentice jockey before 
weight got the better of him, stayed in racing as a 
picnic rider and more recently as the owner of an 
agistment farm that put the welcome mat out for 
champions such as Black Caviar and Buffering.

His broodmare band was a small extension of 
that business and the results have been spectacular.

Cullen tapped into the famed Eight Carat 
family after buying Jonker’s dam, Hearts And 
Arrows, off the track when she went amiss 
following two wins in three appearances.

He also owns the Show Of Heart broodmare 
Winaura, the dam of Winning Rupert, a Group 
Two winner who now stands at stud.

“Breeding can have its ups and downs, you 
can bounce from pillar to post with it but I’ve been 
very, very lucky so it’s been great,” Cullen says.

“I’ve only ever had four to six mares, never 
had big numbers but I really studied their families 
and that’s the way I’ve kicked off.

“Looking after the mares the best I could and 
being with them 24/7 has definitely helped. I’ve 
been able to keep a small number and keep a real 
finger on the pulse with them.

“With my operation it’s boutique and it’s 
hands on … foaling down myself and getting the 
results gives you a lot of satisfaction.

“I was wondering if I was ever going to get a 
Group One winner so for it to happen with Jonker 
in the Manikato was fantastic. He has always been 
a good horse and probably should have won his 
Group One before the Manikato but the saving 
grace is that he has now.”

Jonker, named for a famous diamond 
discovered in South Africa, was one of six horses 
to campaign through Queensland’s winter who left 

their mark later in the year with Group One wins.
It’s a springboard to success that has stood the 

test of time. Among the most decorated of the 
Brisbane carnival’s recent graduates are Winx, the 
2019 Melbourne Cup winner Vow And Declare 
and Australia’s latest headline horse, Incentivise.

And Queensland officials are doing 
everything they can to ensure it continues with 
significant stakes increases announced for the 
2022 winter carnival.

Purses for the Doomben Cup and the 
Queensland Derby will be lifted to $1 million. 
These increases will give Brisbane’s winter racing 
seven races worth at least seven figures and a 
further across-the-board injection of prizemoney 
is expected.

“Having seven races worth $1 million or  

more will take the Stradbroke Season to another 
level,” says Brisbane Racing Club chief executive, 
Tony Partridge.

Jonker became the third Queensland-trained 
Group One winner in 2021 among a choice bracket 
that emerged from outside of NSW and Victoria, 
the two traditional stronghold jurisdictions of 
Australian racing.

Not surprisingly, Bob Peters, one of the 
nation’s most influential and successful owners and 
breeders, was a central figure in a Western Australia 
triumph during the autumn carnival in Melbourne.

Peters’ mare Celebrity Queen dead-heated in 
the Oakleigh Plate, the Group One test of speed 
run at Caulfield which continues to stand the test 
of time.

Trained by Grant and Alana Williams and 

SHINING BRIGHT

Spirit Of Boom 
winning the Group 
One William Reid 
Stakes at Moonee 
Valley in 2014. 
Photo: Brett Holburt/
Racing Photos
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ridden in typically brilliant style by William Pike, 
Celebrity Queen had to share the spoils with 
Portland Sky.

Nevertheless, that success, along with a 
pedigree that is as rich as any in the Australian 
Stud Book, meant Coolmore had to pay a cool 
$2.5 million for Celebrity Queen at the Inglis 
Chairman’s Sale.

Peters also sold his three-time Group One 
winning mare Arcadia Queen for $3.2 million, 
albeit with some ready made replacements lined up.

His gelding Superstorm won the Group One 
Cantala Stakes for Melbourne trainer Danny 
O’Brien during the Melbourne Cup carnival, while 
he also took out his home state’s only two Group 
Ones – the Railway and Winterbottom Stakes – 
the features of the Perth summer carnival.

SHINING BRIGHT

Out of South Australia, 
Behemoth once again 
represented the state with 
distinction.

Behemoth won three races 
during the year, the most impor-
tant coming in a successful defence 
of his Group One Memsie Stakes 
crown at Caulfield in an abbreviated 
spring campaign.

There was also a strong South Australian 
flavour to Savatoxl’s rise through the ranks.

Although officially listed as being trained out 
of Victoria by Tony and Calvin McEvoy, Savatoxl 
made a name for himself for the stable  
in Adelaide.

And before winning his way through the 

classes in South Australia, 
Savatoxl plied his trade in the 
Northern Territory when on-sold 

by the Alice Springs Turf Club for 
$18,000 after fetching $8,000 as a 

yearling. 
From those humble beginnings, 

Savatoxl claimed South Australia’s premier 
race for sprinters, the Group One Goodwood. 

He also found spring success in Melbourne, 
winning the Schillaci Stakes at Group Two level at 
Caulfield before finishing down the course to 
Jonker in the Manikato Stakes.

Still, it was impossible to begrudge Jonker his 
moment, nor the Gollan stable just recognition 
after providing all three of Queensland’s elite-level 
victories in 2021.  

Above left: Superstorm 
(pink and white cap) 
dives late for victory 
in the Cantala Stakes. 
Top right: Behemoth. 
Inset: Savatoxl. Photos: 
Brett Holburt & Pat 
Scala/Racing Photos
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U
ltra-talented colt Home Affairs 

(I Am Invincible) cemented his 

place on Coolmore Stud’s future 

stallion roster yesterday when 

he produced a breathtaking display to land the 

Coolmore Stud Stakes (registered as Ascot Vale 

Stakes) (Gr 1, 1200m) at Flemington. 

In winning the contest, the Coolmore-

raced colt became the tenth top-flight winner 

for Yarraman Park’s superstar stallion I Am 

Invincible (Invincible Spirit) and second in 

the race following up the victory of the now 

Darley Stud-based sire Brazen Beau in 2014. 

Like Home Affairs, Brazen Beau was also 

saddled by Chris Waller and the duo make 

up an illustrious quintet of winners for the 

Sydney-based trainer in the time-honoured 

Flemington race. 

Home Affairs blows 
rivals away in
Coolmore Stakes romp
I Am Invincible colt hands Waller a fifth victory in time-
honoured Flemington Group 1

Continued on page 2>>

Home Affairs    RACING PHOTOS
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Race meetings: Goulburn (NSW), 

Muswellbrook (NSW), Mornington (VIC), 

Mortlake (VIC), Cairns (QLD), Narrogin 

(WA), Ashburton (NZ)

Barrier trials / Jump-outs: 

Muswellbrook (NSW)

International meetings: Berlin (GER), 

Greyville (SAF), Belmont (US), Churchill 

Downs (US), Santa Anita (US), Woodbine 

(CAN), Tokyo (JPN), Hanshin (JPN), Niigata 

(JPN), Happy Valley (HK)

International Group races: Berlin (GER) - 

Silbernes Pferd (Gr 3, 3000m), Belmont (US) 

- Bold Ruler Handicap (Gr 3, 7f), Santa Anita 

(US) - Twilight Derby (Gr 2, 9f), Woodbine 

(CAN) - Ontario Derby (Gr 3, 9f), Tokyo 

(JPN) - Tenno Sho (Gr 1, 2000m)
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Hitotsu hands Maurice
his first Australian 
Group 1 winner
John Messara’s belief that Japanese bloodlines can 

play an integral role in the future of the Australian 

breeding industry.
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T
rent Busuttin would have no 

hesitation in buying the progeny 

of first season sires Merchant Navy 

(Fastnet Rock) and Hellbent (I Am 

Invincible) based on his brief exposure to their 

first crop two-year-olds but it is a juvenile filly 

by a champion of the breeding barn who he 

believes holds the edge so far.

The Cranbourne trainer, who is in 

partnership with his wife Natalie Young, will 

saddle up three runners in tomorrow’s $400,000 

Inglis Banner (RL, 1000m) at Moonee Valley, 

Lonhro (Octagonal) filly Equivocal, Red Rapid 

(Merchant Navy) and Tattenham (Hellbent).

The trio all had a jump-out at Cranbourne 

on October 11, with the Seymour Bloodstock-

owned Equivocal running a fast time to win her 

650-metre heat, an effort which also caught the 

attention of bookmakers who have installed 

her as the $3.60 favourite for the Inglis Banner, 

which was won last year by Sneaky Five (Fastnet 

Rock).

Stablemates Red Rapid ($6.50) and 

Tattenham ($16) clashed in the following heat, 

with the former having the upperhand in the 

closing stages. However, she ran more than a 

second slower than Equivocal.

Out of Prismatic (Street Sense), a half-sister 

to Roman Consul Stakes (Gr 2, 1200m) winner 

Paulele (Dawn Approach) and Canonbury 

Stakes (Gr 3, 1100m) winner Tessera (Medaglia 

d’Oro), Equivocal was a $110,000 purchase 

from last year’s Inglis Easter sale.

“She seems a natural, early two-year-old 

type. She is a lovely filly who Mark Pilkington 

selected and bought at the Easter sale. Without 

being under any pressure, everything’s come 

naturally to her,” 

Busuttin said of 

Equivocal yesterday.

“She went 

to The Valley on 

Tuesday and had 

a look around and 

galloped up nicely. 

She’s drawn well (in 

barrier three), so 

we will see what she 

does under race day 

pressure.”

Red Rapid, by Coolmore Stud Stakes (Gr 1, 

1200m) and Diamond Jubilee Stakes (Gr 1, 6f) 

winner Merchant Navy, was an $80,000 Inglis 

Premier purchase for Busuttin Racing. She is 

out of the New Zealand stakes-placed mare 

Platinum Express (Showcasing).

“She is out of a Showcasing mare which is 

a nice speedy family, by a speed sire,” Busuttin 

said. 

“She has done everything naturally and 

has had two or three jump-outs. She’s got a 

wide gate to contend with (12), which makes 

it extremely hard, but we’ll find out under race 

day pressure with her as well.

“The other bloke (Tattenham), he’s 

probably not as natural. He is probably going to 

want to get out over a bit further, 1200 metres 

would suit and he’s not one you’d look at and 

say that he’s a real two-year-old type. 

“But again it comes back to if he can go there 

and have a good experience at The Valley, treat 

it as a day out and it’s (running for) $400,000.

“Ten years ago the big carrots for the sales 

were million dollar races and every man and 

his dog was trying to win them and, now, these 

sorts of (sales) races are just under half that are 

restricted.” 

Tattenham, who will be the first two-year-

old by Hellbent to race, came out of the same 

sale as Equivocal, bringing $120,000.

He will be the second foal to race out of 

winning mare Sprout (High Chaparral), herself 

a half-sister to Group 3-winning two-year-old 

Colour (More Than Ready) and the stakes-

placed juvenile filly Single Blonde (Not A Single 

Doubt).

Busuttin said: “Tattenham and Red Rapid 

are only representatives from those sires (in the 

stable), so we certainly would be happy to go 

back and buy another one based on what we’ve 

seen so far.”

Merchant Navy, who stands at Coolmore 

for a fee of $33,000 (inc GST), had two juveniles 

run in the opening Sydney two-year-old races, 

with filly Drisana placed in the ATC Gimcrack 

Stakes (Gr 3, 1000m).

Hellbent stands for a fee of $22,000 (inc 

GST) at Yarraman Park Stud.

Busuttin and Young take three-pronged
attack towards $400,000 Inglis Banner

Merchant Navy    COOLMORE
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place on Coolmore Stud’s future 

stallion roster yesterday when 

he produced a breathtaking display to land the 

Coolmore Stud Stakes (registered as Ascot Vale 

Stakes) (Gr 1, 1200m) at Flemington. 

In winning the contest, the Coolmore-

raced colt became the tenth top-flight winner 

for Yarraman Park’s superstar stallion I Am 

Invincible (Invincible Spirit) and second in 

the race following up the victory of the now 

Darley Stud-based sire Brazen Beau in 2014. 

Like Home Affairs, Brazen Beau was also 

saddled by Chris Waller and the duo make 

up an illustrious quintet of winners for the 

Sydney-based trainer in the time-honoured 

Flemington race. 
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T
rent Busuttin would have no 

hesitation in buying the progeny 

of first season sires Merchant Navy 

(Fastnet Rock) and Hellbent (I Am 

Invincible) based on his brief exposure to their 

first crop two-year-olds but it is a juvenile filly 

by a champion of the breeding barn who he 

believes holds the edge so far.

The Cranbourne trainer, who is in 

partnership with his wife Natalie Young, will 

saddle up three runners in tomorrow’s $400,000 

Inglis Banner (RL, 1000m) at Moonee Valley, 

Lonhro (Octagonal) filly Equivocal, Red Rapid 

(Merchant Navy) and Tattenham (Hellbent).

The trio all had a jump-out at Cranbourne 

on October 11, with the Seymour Bloodstock-

owned Equivocal running a fast time to win her 

650-metre heat, an effort which also caught the 

attention of bookmakers who have installed 

her as the $3.60 favourite for the Inglis Banner, 

which was won last year by Sneaky Five (Fastnet 

Rock).

Stablemates Red Rapid ($6.50) and 

Tattenham ($16) clashed in the following heat, 

with the former having the upperhand in the 

closing stages. However, she ran more than a 

second slower than Equivocal.

Out of Prismatic (Street Sense), a half-sister 

to Roman Consul Stakes (Gr 2, 1200m) winner 

Paulele (Dawn Approach) and Canonbury 

Stakes (Gr 3, 1100m) winner Tessera (Medaglia 

d’Oro), Equivocal was a $110,000 purchase 

from last year’s Inglis Easter sale.

“She seems a natural, early two-year-old 

type. She is a lovely filly who Mark Pilkington 

selected and bought at the Easter sale. Without 

being under any pressure, everything’s come 

naturally to her,” 

Busuttin said of 

Equivocal yesterday.

“She went 

to The Valley on 

Tuesday and had 

a look around and 

galloped up nicely. 

She’s drawn well (in 

barrier three), so 

we will see what she 

does under race day 

pressure.”

Red Rapid, by Coolmore Stud Stakes (Gr 1, 

1200m) and Diamond Jubilee Stakes (Gr 1, 6f) 

winner Merchant Navy, was an $80,000 Inglis 

Premier purchase for Busuttin Racing. She is 

out of the New Zealand stakes-placed mare 

Platinum Express (Showcasing).

“She is out of a Showcasing mare which is 

a nice speedy family, by a speed sire,” Busuttin 

said. 

“She has done everything naturally and 

has had two or three jump-outs. She’s got a 

wide gate to contend with (12), which makes 

it extremely hard, but we’ll find out under race 

day pressure with her as well.

“The other bloke (Tattenham), he’s 

probably not as natural. He is probably going to 

want to get out over a bit further, 1200 metres 

would suit and he’s not one you’d look at and 

say that he’s a real two-year-old type. 

“But again it comes back to if he can go there 

and have a good experience at The Valley, treat 

it as a day out and it’s (running for) $400,000.

“Ten years ago the big carrots for the sales 

were million dollar races and every man and 

his dog was trying to win them and, now, these 

sorts of (sales) races are just under half that are 

restricted.” 

Tattenham, who will be the first two-year-

old by Hellbent to race, came out of the same 

sale as Equivocal, bringing $120,000.

He will be the second foal to race out of 

winning mare Sprout (High Chaparral), herself 

a half-sister to Group 3-winning two-year-old 

Colour (More Than Ready) and the stakes-

placed juvenile filly Single Blonde (Not A Single 

Doubt).

Busuttin said: “Tattenham and Red Rapid 

are only representatives from those sires (in the 

stable), so we certainly would be happy to go 

back and buy another one based on what we’ve 

seen so far.”

Merchant Navy, who stands at Coolmore 

for a fee of $33,000 (inc GST), had two juveniles 

run in the opening Sydney two-year-old races, 

with filly Drisana placed in the ATC Gimcrack 

Stakes (Gr 3, 1000m).

Hellbent stands for a fee of $22,000 (inc 

GST) at Yarraman Park Stud.

Busuttin and Young take three-pronged
attack towards $400,000 Inglis Banner

Merchant Navy    COOLMORE
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Best of both 
worlds

SILENT WITNESS
Yearling Purchase Price: A$55K

Career Earnings: A$9.2M
Photo: South China Morning Post/Getty
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What makes Australian-bred horses so 
successful in Hong Kong? Globe-
trotting bloodstock agent Marie 
Yoshida cuts straight to the point, 

and keeps it simple: “They have speed, they are 
sound and they are tough.”

Yoshida should know, her Asian Bloodstock 
Services has sourced some of the jurisdictions’ 
modern greats for prominent owner Howard 
Liang, and she has found Australian yearling sales 
a happy hunting ground for close to three decades.

Hong Kong racing is dominated by Australian 
horses in both quantity and quality. A tick over half 
of the 1,300 horses in Hong Kong are Australian 
bred, and they still punch above their weight with 
an even higher percentage of wins each term (in 
the 2020-21 season 52.3 per cent of the winners 
carried the AUS suffix).

A short list of Hong Kong’s modern all-time 
greats is dominated by horses born on Australian 
stud farms. The mighty Silent Witness stands above 
them all, but then there is Able Friend, a host of 
great sprinters like Sacred Kingdom, and, most 
recently, the all-conquering two-time Horse of the 
Year, Golden Sixty. 

It is telling that the aforementioned list, bar 
Golden Sixty, were all sourced via yearling sales 

with a view to exporting to Hong Kong, not bought 
as tried horses, the prices for which have boomed in 
line with the skyrocketing Australian prizemoney. 

“It has made buying proven horses practically 
impossible,” Yoshida says, referring to the dramatic 
purse increases of recent years. “So it makes more 
sense to invest in yearlings.” 

Liang’s ‘California’ horses have an illustrious 
history in Hong Kong and since teaming with 

Peter and Paul Snowden in 2014, the owner has 
had great success in Australia as well.

In recent seasons, Californiadeepshot and 
California Rad are just two star sprinters to go high 
in the ratings in Hong Kong, while in Australia, 
Liang’s horses with the Snowden’s have also starred. 
California Zimbol, a blue-blood filly bought by 
Liang to race in Australia, boosted her broodmare 
value with four black-type wins.

BEST OF BOTH WORLDS

>>

As Australian-bred horses 
continue to dominate at Sha 
Tin and Happy Valley, Hong 
Kong owners are enjoying the 
‘best of both worlds’ by racing 
their horses Down Under as 
well, writes Michael Cox

Main image: 
Sha Tin racecourse. 
Photo: Vince  
Caligiuri/Getty

HONG KONG STARS SOURCED AS YEARLINGS

ABLE FRIEND
Yearling Purchase Price: A$550K
Career Earnings: A$9.7M

CONTENTMENT
Yearling Purchase Price: A$65K
Career Earnings: A$5.8M

SOUTHERN LEGEND
Yearling Purchase Price: A$280K
Career Earnings: A$10.7M

IVICTORY
Yearling Purchase Price: A$80K
Career Earnings: A$2.6M

SACRED KINGDOM
Yearling Purchase Price: A$200K
Career Earnings: A$6.2M

LUCKY BUBBLES
Yearling Purchase Price: A$90K
Career Earnings: A$5.2M
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Buying yearlings for Hong Kong has long 
been the smart play but the money now on offer in 
Australia means Hong Kong owners have another 
profitable option. The trend is increasingly for 
Hong Kong owners to buy yearlings and race in 
Australia, earn some stake money, then consider 
options, including using Australia as a lucrative 
fallback for horses deemed unsuitable for Hong 
Kong’s challenging environment. 

Buying yearlings, rather than going all-in on a 
‘PP’ (standing for Private Purchase, the Hong 
Kong Jockey Club term for a tried import) 
is all about spreading risk, according to 
Yoshida: “You cannot put all of your 
eggs in one basket,” she says. “You 
spread your risk and buy a group of 
top-quality colts.” 

The poster horse for this 
strategy is undoubtedly 2020 Everest 
winner Classique Legend, whose 
owner Boniface Ho has teamed with 
agent Carmel Size at Australian 
yearling sales over the last decade. 

Classique Legend was a $400,000 
buy at the 2017 Inglis Classic Yearling Sale 
before kicking off his career with Les Bridge. 
Ho had already struck gold with Southern 
Legend, which had gone close to recouping his 
$280,000 yearling price before moving to Hong 
Kong, where he eventually topped $10 million  
in prizemoney. 

Southern Legend’s presence in Hong Kong 
gave Ho the flexibility to campaign Classique 
Legend in Sydney, aiming at the 2019 Everest and 
rich new four-year-old race, the $7.5 million 
Golden Eagle. Even though those targets were 
missed, Classique Legend returned a year later and 
vaulted into the top ten all-time stakes-winners in 
Australian racing history.

Then – in a move that speaks 
to the new-found flexibility of 
Hong Kong owners – Classique 
Legend finally went to Hong 
Kong, but after failing to acclima-
tise and a substandard run in the 

2020 Hong Kong Sprint, returned 
to Bridge to continue his career, with 

a laudable fourth in the 2021 Everest.
John Moore, a five-time Hong Kong 

champion trainer, is another with a long and 
successful record of buying at Australian sales. 

Not only did Moore buy five-time Group One 
winner Able Friend for the late Cornel Li and 
Group One Golden Shaheen victor Sterling City 
for the Ling family, but he also enjoyed success as 
an owner in Australia with Not Listenin’tome, 
which he signed for at auction and then raced in 
his own colours with Team Hawkes at two and 
three, before selling to owners in Hong Kong. 
Moore’s client Yeung Kin-Man, who races horses 
with the Patch moniker (the best of which has 
been Group One-placed Computer Patch) is 

another newcomer with deep pockets and a 
passion for Australian racing.

Bloodstock agent Damian Yap, a former Hong 
Kong Jockey Club executive who now works with 
Hong Kong-owned pre-training facility Muskoka 
Farm, says the rich Australian pickings provide 
attractive options – and a welcome conundrum for 
those who have invested in yearlings. 

“If the horse is good enough to win a group of 
listed races, then we will consider leaving the horse 
in Australia to race, then selling to Hong Kong at 
an elevated price, or bringing to Hong Kong as a 
special replacement for the same owner. There are 
many ways to do it, but these days with the 
prizemoney being that good, we sometimes have 
second thoughts about whether to bring them back 
to Hong Kong at all,” he says. 

Yap points out that it isn’t just prizemoney that 
makes racing in Australia so attractive to Hong 
Kong owners. Perhaps Australians take it for 
granted that they can watch trials broadcast live, or 
find replays and comprehensive form at the click of 
a button, but this isn’t always the case elsewhere. 
One of the results of the intense competition in 
Australia – between sale companies, states, stables 
and stud farms alike – is that it has spurred rapid 
technological advancement and created a customer- 
friendly environment.

“Australia really is racing’s perfect shop- 
window – you have everything you need as a 
buyer,” Yap says. “You can watch trials and 
jump-outs, you can usually weigh your horses at 
the racetrack, which is something that is important 
to Hong Kong owners, coming from such a 
data-rich environment. Hong Kong owners rely on 
[this type of data] to buy horses, and they have 
come to expect it, but England, Ireland and Europe 
are lacking in that department.” 

The tech savvy, client-friendly communications 

BEST OF BOTH WORLDS 

Above: David Price 
and Merrick Staunton. 
Inset: Howard Liang 
and Marie Yoshida. 
Photos: Inglis
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aren’t lost on Yoshida. When she sits down each 
Sunday evening at her Winchester Farm in 
Kentucky to check in on Liang’s Australian 
purchases, she is blown away by the amount of 
information at her fingertips. 

“The Australian industry has embraced 
technology,” she says. “We’re kept so well- 
informed. I can sit down on Sunday night, which 
is Monday morning Australian time, and I have a 
weekly report in front of me; which horse is 
spelling, where each horse is at in their prepara-
tion. It is like I am in Sydney. The amount of 
information is amazing. From the spelling 
facilities, to the pre-trainers and trainers,  
I get videos from all of them.” 

Any account of Hong Kong racing  
history would be incomplete without mention  
of Australian bloodstock agent David Price, who  
has fine-tuned the art of buying yearlings for the 
unique and ultra-competitive jurisdiction. 

“It is not that complicated,” Price humbly 
asserts when asked the secret of his success, which 
stands at 700-plus wins and counting. 

The Price Bloodstock honour roll is high-
lighted by Silent Witness – which cost just $55,000 
as a yearling – but also includes fellow Australian 
bred Group One winners Contentment, Ivictory, 
Sight Winner and Nothingilikemore. 

Price “buys in numbers”, avoiding the pointy 
end of the market, focusing on athletic yearling 
colts that will be gelded and prepped specifically 
for Hong Kong. 

He employs a team of experienced “eyes on 
the ground” like esteemed bloodstock men John 
Foote and Merrick Staunton, and canny trainer 
Patrick Payne. 

“It is about having somebody at every sale and 
a very good group of people on the ground when 
the horse goes into the parade ring,” Price says. 

BEST OF BOTH WORLDS

Price then picks the eyes out of his bunch, 
choosing the most suitable of his annual yearling 
purchases to be made available to his client base. 

Even with Price’s unmatched bloodstock 
achievements in Hong Kong, the Australian 
prizemoney means he and wife Jenny Chapman 
have had plenty of fun racing those who have 
‘failed’ to make it to Hong Kong because of the 
Hong Kong Jockey Club’s stringent vet checks. 

“Sometimes they might be a little bit slow to 
mature and next thing they are too old to go to 
Hong Kong,” says Price, whose horses carry white 
silks with blue and red stripes as a tribute to the 
couple’s beloved Western Bulldogs. “It’s always 
challenging to the Australian commentators when 
they see our horses racing, because they assume 
they are bound for Hong Kong if they have some 
ability. But if they are racing at four, and they are 
looking impressive and I’ve had them since 

yearlings, it means they have had some issues 
along the way,” he says. “They might have had a bit 
of surgery, or it has just come too soon for them. 
But if they can pay their way in Australia, I am 
happy to race them there.” 

Price’s precocious sprinter Property, a 
$130,000 yearling purchase, was one example. 
Price had the horse sold to Hong Kong owners but 
a knee issue on scans saw the sale fall through. 
Five weeks later, the son of Starcraft won the 2017 
Blue Diamond Prelude and went on to take its 
career earnings to more than $390,000. 

“Prizemoney in Oz at the moment is extraor-
dinary,” Price says. “Hong Kong people keep 
trying to buy tried horses because people keep 
knocking back what they think are fantastic offers. 
You have got to keep reminding them that the 
prizemoney in Australia is so good that if some-
body thinks they have the right horse then they 
won’t be selling them that easy.” 

It would appear the Price (system) is right, 
and the search for Hong Kong’s next star should 
start in an Australian sales ring, but we leave the 
last word to Yoshida, who endured hotel quaran-
tine in order to attend the 2021 yearling sales, and 
plans to be back again in 2022 – hopefully this 
time without the arduous protocols. 

“The bloodlines suit Hong Kong racing,  
and the style of training in Australia means they 
don’t feel homesick when they get to Hong Kong 
– they don’t miss the pretty hills and grass like  
the European horses do, they are trained on 
racetracks and are ready,” she says. “The veterinary 
care in Australia is also first class. We work with 
Randwick Equine Centre and Jonathan Lumsden 
and the team there have medical equipment 
people don’t even have access to yet! I applaud  
the Australian industry, buying Australian 
yearlings is pure joy.”    

Hong Kong-based 
owner Howard Liang 
has had great success 
racing horses in 
Australia, including 
multiple stakes-
winner California 
Zimbol (pictured). 
Photo: Scott Barbour/
Racing Photos
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There are few issues that present more of a 
challenge to the thoroughbred industry 
than ensuring the welfare of its horses.

Across the globe there is increasing 
scrutiny of how thoroughbreds are cared for in 
training, as well as a focus on what 
happens when they leave the track.

That scrutiny was magnified in 
Australia by a program that aired 
on the eve of the spring carnival 
in 2019 showing the mistreat-
ment of retired thoroughbreds at 
an abattoir. The result was a 
public outcry and calls for the 
industry to do better.

The directors of Thoroughbred 
Breeders Australia (TBA) and Aus-
horse took the view there needed to be an 
independent review to ensure the industry had the 
right welfare policies, with no regulatory gaps. 

– immediately received the backing of key groups, 
including the national bodies representing 
breeders, trainers and jockeys. There are 46 
recommendations made in the comprehensive 
report, with some directed at government policy 
makers, while others will be the responsibility of 
the thoroughbred industry itself. 

Protecting the 
most important 
participant
An independent review has set out a blueprint for the future 
of thoroughbred welfare in Australia, writes Greg Tobin

The cover of the 
140-page report.

To conduct this review, TBA commissioned 
four independent experts headed by the former 
Premier of Victoria and veterinarian, Dr Denis 
Napthine AO, and including RSPCA Australia.

The report, The Most Important Participant:  
A Framework for Thoroughbred Welfare,  

was released in November and called  
for the development of national 

welfare standards that would  
protect thoroughbreds at all stages 
of their lives.

Among the review’s other  
key findings was the need for  
the racing and breeding industry  

to take a national approach to 
welfare, to ensure thoroughbreds 

receive a consistent level of care in all 
states and territories. 

The report – which was funded by TBA and 
other industry organisations and participants 

The most
important 

participant
A Framework for 

Thoroughbred 
Welfare

Thoroughbred Aftercare Welfare Working Group

THOROUGHBRED WELFARE INITIATIVE 

The report 
sets out 46 

recommendations 
for improving 

welfare
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12 News

Speed cuts ‘key to improving high streets’
Matt O’Sullivan
City editor

Old Barrenjoey Road splits
Avalon. Photo: Edwina Pickles

Dropping speed limits to 30 kilo-
metres an hour is the easiest
way to revitalise Sydney’s high
streets, a report has found, as
council elections turn a spot-
light on measures to improve
liveability of neighbourhoods.
With many people working in

their suburbs due to the pan-
demic, the report by the Com-
mittee for Sydney warns high-
speed traffic – probably over
40km/h – ‘‘makes high streets
fail’’ and is the biggest hurdle to
re-invigorating them.
The urban think tank’s report

says the ‘‘single easiest’’ way to

improve Sydney’s high streets is
to lower speed limits to 30km/h,
a trend happening in other cities
overseas. It has also highlighted
the removal of clearways as an
important way to boost high-
street amenity.
Independent Northern Bea-

ches councillor Alex McTag-
gart, who is seeking re-election,
said he ‘‘could live with’’ lower-
ing the speed limit on a section
of Old Barrenjoey Road in Ava-
lon village. ‘‘It makes an area
better. Thirty kilometres would
be good because it would slow
the rat run,’’ he said.
Miranda Korzy, the Greens

candidate vying for the council’s
Pittwater ward, also said she

would consider lowering the
speed limit if research support-
ed it.
She believes BarrenjoeyRoad

at Newport, which has a 50 km/
h limit, is a more pressing prob-
lem because its high street is
‘‘full of empty shops’’ due partly
to the quick-flowing traffic.
‘‘There are lots of shops that

are empty and the community is
keen to revitalise the area. You
can see the effect that traffic
has,’’ she said.
Among Sydney’s high streets

listed as ‘‘highly degraded’’ is a
stretch of Military Road in
Neutral Bay, as well as New
South Head Road at Edgecliff.
Darlinghurst’s William Street
was also deemed ‘‘highly de-
graded’’, while parts of Oxford
Street in the same suburb were
listed as ‘‘compromised’’.

Disposable
cup ban in
December
Callan Boys

Good Food Guide Magazine
OUT TOMORROW in the Herald

Bondi locals keen for a takeaway
latte will soon need to bring their
own cup or use a mug library, with
multiple cafes banning single-use
takeaway cups from December 1.
More than 30 Bondi venues have

signed on for BYO Cup Week,
which runs until December 10 and
aims to change consumer habits
around using disposable cups.
‘‘I wanted to do something as a

cafe community,’’ said Sondra
Beram, owner of Bru Coffee in
North Bondi and co-founder of
BYO CupWeek with environment-
alist and author Sarah Wilson.
‘‘I believe in the power of num-

bers and that a community can do
more together, rather than one
cafe. Plus, I’m just a little hole-in-
the-wall takeaway joint – if I can do
it, any cafe can do it.’’
Other Bondi venues participat-

ing in the takeaway cup-free initi-
ative include Gertrude & Alice,
Porch & Parlour, Harry’s,
Speedos, The Depot and Shuk.
The initiative was set to happen

inBondi in July, butwas postponed
due to the lockdown.
Cafe communities in other sub-

urbs have also volunteered to par-
ticipate.
Leichhardt has about 20 cafes

banning cups for the 10-day-period
and another 20 venues are on
board across Avalon, Bilgola
Beach and Newport, plus coffee
spots in Manly and Thirroul.
Although disposable cups look

like they aremade of paper and are
recyclable, most contain plastics
that don’t break down.
According to the NSW Environ-

ment Protection Authority, 1 bil-
lion disposable coffee cups end up
in landfill sites across Australia
each year.
Gertude & Alice owner Jane

Turner said the share of her take-
away coffees poured in a reusable
cup has dropped from 70 per cent to
40 per cent, largely due to misin-
formation that BYOcupsweremore
likely to transmit coronavirus.
‘‘We need to start breaking the

habit of single-use cups,’’ she said.

HORSE WELFARE

Ex-racers ‘must be monitored’

Equine therapist Jessica Liston says horses should be trained for purposes other than racing. Photo: Chloe Smith

EXCLUSIVE
Chip Le Grand

‘We have got to have
national standards.’
RSPCA chief scientist Bidda Jones

Horses deserve better
Hugh Bowman SPORT PAGE 35

A two-year examination of the ra-
cing industry conducted after rev-
elations that retired racehorses
were being slaughtered for human
consumption has called for a new
national body dedicated to the wel-
fare of thoroughbreds.
The report also urges govern-

ments to create a database to track
thoroughbreds through their en-
tire lives, warning thatwithout this
information the industry has no
way of knowing what happens to
horses in retirement.
The report, commissioned by

Thoroughbred Breeders Austra-
lia, lays bare the existential threat
racing faces unless it can demon-
strate that horses are cared for
beyond the track.
A survey conducted for the re-

port found more people were
unsupportive than supportive of
racing, but this would change if the
industry could show improved out-
comes for horses.
‘‘It is the thoroughbred in-

dustry’s responsibility to ensure
thoroughbreds are cared for ap-
propriately from birth to end of
life,’’ the report concludes. ‘‘This is
not being done adequately now.
‘‘Unless that changes, the eco-

nomic, emotional and social bene-
fits of horse racing will evaporate.’’
The proposed new body, Thor-

oughbred Welfare Australia,
would be establishedwith an initial
$10 million budget, principally
raised through a levy on breeders,
owners, trainers and jockeys, and
armed with a mandate to provide
leadership on horse welfare.
Under the model proposed,

breeders would pay $300 for every
new foal, owners $300 for every
registered racehorse and trainers
and jockeys 1 per cent of their
prizemoney share. Racing Austra-
lia would be asked to contribute
between $1 million and $1.5 million
and funds would be raised through
sponsorship and donations.
Former Victorian premier

Denis Napthine, lead author of the
report, said there was near-
universal agreement among racing
participants that they owed a life-
long duty of care to horses bred for
their sport, but no framework to
ensure this happened.

‘‘A horse can be born in the
Hunter Valley, sold in Melbourne,
Sydney or at the Magic Millions,
race in two or three different
states and retire in a fourth,’’ Dr
Napthine told The Sydney Morning
Herald. ‘‘You need a national ap-
proach to be able to follow that
horse.
‘‘What the community is de-

manding now, and quite rightly, is
an absolute focus on thoroughbred
welfare.’’
RSPCA chief scientist Bidda

Jones, another member of the
working group that produced the
report, said the problems racing
faced reflected a lack of national
leadership on animal welfare.
‘‘We have got to have national

standards and guidelines for hor-
ses,’’ she said. ‘‘We haven’t got a
process for developing national
standards which reflect com-
munity expectations and animal
welfare science. This industry
needs that to happen faster.’’
The report found there are no

nationally agreed standards for
how horses should be cared for,
transported and, when necessary,
killed. Dr Jones said public senti-
ment had shifted to seeing horses
as companion animals instead of
livestock commodities, but regula-

tion of equine welfare had not kept
pace with this change.
Writing in the Herald, leading

jockey Hugh Bowman said this
needed to be as a priority. ‘‘It is
hard to believe we have such
standards for sheep and cattle but
not horses,’’ he said.

The industry was thrown into
crisis on the eve of the 2019 spring
racing carnival when ABC’s 7.30
exposed the slaughter of discarded
thoroughbred and standardbred
horses at a Queensland abattoir.
Graphic footage of retired race-

horses being butchered for export
meat and, separately, for pet
mince at knackeries prompted a
significant response from the
sport’s state-based regulators.
Racing NSWmade a $33 million

investment to buy and upgrade
properties where horses could be
trained and rehomed.
The report’s best estimate is that

every year, 8500 thoroughbreds
leave racing in need of a new home.

The case for a national horse
traceability register was estab-
lished by a Senate inquiry two
years ago. Since then, the project
has been stuck in a working group
led by the VictorianDepartment of
Agriculture.
Federal Agriculture Minister

David Littleproud earlier this
month announced an additional
$1.1 million in funding to speed the
development of a register. Dr Nap-
thine called on the bureaucrats re-
sponsible to get on with it.
Jessica Liston, an equine ther-

apist who works with at-risk teen-
agers from her parents’ breeding
property in Victoria, says all hor-
ses should be bred and trained for
purposes other than racing.
‘‘I grew up riding racehorses

with my mum and we always saw
the horse first,’’ she said. ‘‘We
would take young thoroughbreds
to the pony club and the beach and
shifting cattle.
‘‘There is a lot of fear around

thoroughbreds but, for me, they
have been absolutely sensational
to work with. They are incredible
in the therapy space because they
are so sensitive towards people.’’
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Speed cuts ‘key to improving high streets’
Matt O’Sullivan
City editor

Old Barrenjoey Road splits
Avalon. Photo: Edwina Pickles

Dropping speed limits to 30 kilo-
metres an hour is the easiest
way to revitalise Sydney’s high
streets, a report has found, as
council elections turn a spot-
light on measures to improve
liveability of neighbourhoods.
With many people working in

their suburbs due to the pan-
demic, the report by the Com-
mittee for Sydney warns high-
speed traffic – probably over
40km/h – ‘‘makes high streets
fail’’ and is the biggest hurdle to
re-invigorating them.
The urban think tank’s report

says the ‘‘single easiest’’ way to

improve Sydney’s high streets is
to lower speed limits to 30km/h,
a trend happening in other cities
overseas. It has also highlighted
the removal of clearways as an
important way to boost high-
street amenity.
Independent Northern Bea-

ches councillor Alex McTag-
gart, who is seeking re-election,
said he ‘‘could live with’’ lower-
ing the speed limit on a section
of Old Barrenjoey Road in Ava-
lon village. ‘‘It makes an area
better. Thirty kilometres would
be good because it would slow
the rat run,’’ he said.
Miranda Korzy, the Greens

candidate vying for the council’s
Pittwater ward, also said she

would consider lowering the
speed limit if research support-
ed it.
She believes BarrenjoeyRoad

at Newport, which has a 50 km/
h limit, is a more pressing prob-
lem because its high street is
‘‘full of empty shops’’ due partly
to the quick-flowing traffic.
‘‘There are lots of shops that

are empty and the community is
keen to revitalise the area. You
can see the effect that traffic
has,’’ she said.
Among Sydney’s high streets

listed as ‘‘highly degraded’’ is a
stretch of Military Road in
Neutral Bay, as well as New
South Head Road at Edgecliff.
Darlinghurst’s William Street
was also deemed ‘‘highly de-
graded’’, while parts of Oxford
Street in the same suburb were
listed as ‘‘compromised’’.

Disposable
cup ban in
December
Callan Boys

Good Food Guide Magazine
OUT TOMORROW in the Herald

Bondi locals keen for a takeaway
latte will soon need to bring their
own cup or use a mug library, with
multiple cafes banning single-use
takeaway cups from December 1.
More than 30 Bondi venues have

signed on for BYO Cup Week,
which runs until December 10 and
aims to change consumer habits
around using disposable cups.
‘‘I wanted to do something as a

cafe community,’’ said Sondra
Beram, owner of Bru Coffee in
North Bondi and co-founder of
BYO CupWeek with environment-
alist and author Sarah Wilson.
‘‘I believe in the power of num-

bers and that a community can do
more together, rather than one
cafe. Plus, I’m just a little hole-in-
the-wall takeaway joint – if I can do
it, any cafe can do it.’’
Other Bondi venues participat-

ing in the takeaway cup-free initi-
ative include Gertrude & Alice,
Porch & Parlour, Harry’s,
Speedos, The Depot and Shuk.
The initiative was set to happen

inBondi in July, butwas postponed
due to the lockdown.
Cafe communities in other sub-

urbs have also volunteered to par-
ticipate.
Leichhardt has about 20 cafes

banning cups for the 10-day-period
and another 20 venues are on
board across Avalon, Bilgola
Beach and Newport, plus coffee
spots in Manly and Thirroul.
Although disposable cups look

like they aremade of paper and are
recyclable, most contain plastics
that don’t break down.
According to the NSW Environ-

ment Protection Authority, 1 bil-
lion disposable coffee cups end up
in landfill sites across Australia
each year.
Gertude & Alice owner Jane

Turner said the share of her take-
away coffees poured in a reusable
cup has dropped from 70 per cent to
40 per cent, largely due to misin-
formation that BYOcupsweremore
likely to transmit coronavirus.
‘‘We need to start breaking the

habit of single-use cups,’’ she said.
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Ex-racers ‘must be monitored’

Equine therapist Jessica Liston says horses should be trained for purposes other than racing. Photo: Chloe Smith
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‘We have got to have
national standards.’
RSPCA chief scientist Bidda Jones

Horses deserve better
Hugh Bowman SPORT PAGE 35

A two-year examination of the ra-
cing industry conducted after rev-
elations that retired racehorses
were being slaughtered for human
consumption has called for a new
national body dedicated to the wel-
fare of thoroughbreds.
The report also urges govern-

ments to create a database to track
thoroughbreds through their en-
tire lives, warning thatwithout this
information the industry has no
way of knowing what happens to
horses in retirement.
The report, commissioned by

Thoroughbred Breeders Austra-
lia, lays bare the existential threat
racing faces unless it can demon-
strate that horses are cared for
beyond the track.
A survey conducted for the re-

port found more people were
unsupportive than supportive of
racing, but this would change if the
industry could show improved out-
comes for horses.
‘‘It is the thoroughbred in-

dustry’s responsibility to ensure
thoroughbreds are cared for ap-
propriately from birth to end of
life,’’ the report concludes. ‘‘This is
not being done adequately now.
‘‘Unless that changes, the eco-

nomic, emotional and social bene-
fits of horse racing will evaporate.’’
The proposed new body, Thor-

oughbred Welfare Australia,
would be establishedwith an initial
$10 million budget, principally
raised through a levy on breeders,
owners, trainers and jockeys, and
armed with a mandate to provide
leadership on horse welfare.
Under the model proposed,

breeders would pay $300 for every
new foal, owners $300 for every
registered racehorse and trainers
and jockeys 1 per cent of their
prizemoney share. Racing Austra-
lia would be asked to contribute
between $1 million and $1.5 million
and funds would be raised through
sponsorship and donations.
Former Victorian premier

Denis Napthine, lead author of the
report, said there was near-
universal agreement among racing
participants that they owed a life-
long duty of care to horses bred for
their sport, but no framework to
ensure this happened.

‘‘A horse can be born in the
Hunter Valley, sold in Melbourne,
Sydney or at the Magic Millions,
race in two or three different
states and retire in a fourth,’’ Dr
Napthine told The Sydney Morning
Herald. ‘‘You need a national ap-
proach to be able to follow that
horse.
‘‘What the community is de-

manding now, and quite rightly, is
an absolute focus on thoroughbred
welfare.’’
RSPCA chief scientist Bidda

Jones, another member of the
working group that produced the
report, said the problems racing
faced reflected a lack of national
leadership on animal welfare.
‘‘We have got to have national

standards and guidelines for hor-
ses,’’ she said. ‘‘We haven’t got a
process for developing national
standards which reflect com-
munity expectations and animal
welfare science. This industry
needs that to happen faster.’’
The report found there are no

nationally agreed standards for
how horses should be cared for,
transported and, when necessary,
killed. Dr Jones said public senti-
ment had shifted to seeing horses
as companion animals instead of
livestock commodities, but regula-

tion of equine welfare had not kept
pace with this change.
Writing in the Herald, leading

jockey Hugh Bowman said this
needed to be as a priority. ‘‘It is
hard to believe we have such
standards for sheep and cattle but
not horses,’’ he said.

The industry was thrown into
crisis on the eve of the 2019 spring
racing carnival when ABC’s 7.30
exposed the slaughter of discarded
thoroughbred and standardbred
horses at a Queensland abattoir.
Graphic footage of retired race-

horses being butchered for export
meat and, separately, for pet
mince at knackeries prompted a
significant response from the
sport’s state-based regulators.
Racing NSWmade a $33 million

investment to buy and upgrade
properties where horses could be
trained and rehomed.
The report’s best estimate is that

every year, 8500 thoroughbreds
leave racing in need of a new home.

The case for a national horse
traceability register was estab-
lished by a Senate inquiry two
years ago. Since then, the project
has been stuck in a working group
led by the VictorianDepartment of
Agriculture.
Federal Agriculture Minister

David Littleproud earlier this
month announced an additional
$1.1 million in funding to speed the
development of a register. Dr Nap-
thine called on the bureaucrats re-
sponsible to get on with it.
Jessica Liston, an equine ther-

apist who works with at-risk teen-
agers from her parents’ breeding
property in Victoria, says all hor-
ses should be bred and trained for
purposes other than racing.
‘‘I grew up riding racehorses

with my mum and we always saw
the horse first,’’ she said. ‘‘We
would take young thoroughbreds
to the pony club and the beach and
shifting cattle.
‘‘There is a lot of fear around

thoroughbreds but, for me, they
have been absolutely sensational
to work with. They are incredible
in the therapy space because they
are so sensitive towards people.’’
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The family of Belgian backpacker
Theo Hayez has called for special-
ist police to take over investi-
gations into his disappearance,
and for the NSW government
to offer a reward to solve the
mystery.

Family members including
Hayez’s father, Laurent Hayez,
mother, Vinciane Delforge, and
brother Lucas Hayez will on Mon-
day attend in Byron Bay the open-
ing of an inquest into his suspected
death in the celebrity town.

They have travelled to Austra-
lia from Brussels in the hope of
finding out what happened to
Hayez, whose vanishing in Byron
Bay in May 2019 was the subject of
The Australian’s investigative
podcast series The Lighthouse.

A preliminary hearing was told
the case has the power to trans-
form missing person investi-
gations by ensuring better use of
technology, as outlined in the six-
part podcast series.

“We have reviewed the brief of
evidence which was provided to us
in full at the end of last month, and
we are preparing to attend the in-
quest,” a family statement reads.

“Our hope, of course, is to find
out what has happened to Theo.

“We want to be sure that his
disappearance has been fully in-
vestigated, with no stone un-
turned, to give us, his family, the
best chance of finding him – or
finding out what happened to him.

“By the end of this hearing, we
hope the coronial investigation
will continue under the direction
of the coroner, and there will be a
re-examination and review of all
details of the case at a higher
level.”

NSW police have said they be-
lieve Hayez accidentally fell from
the Cape Byron Lighthouse cliffs
and was washed away, but the
family is concerned other scenari-
os including foul play have not
been thoroughly investigated.

“Our concern remains that
only one scenario seems to have
been the focus of the police inves-
tigation, using all of the limited

time and resources of the local
police, instead of allocating police
time and energy to other paths of
investigation,” the family’s state-
ment reads.

“We believe this new review of
Theo’s disappearance should be
under the guidance of specialised
missing person investigators and
the NSW Police Missing Persons
Registry, which was established
with its new structure just a few
months after Theo went missing.

“It is our strong belief that
Theo couldn’t have been alone
after leaving Cheeky Monkeys.

“We believe someone from
that night knows something about
his disappearance. We also hope a
reward will be offered by the NSW
government to encourage anyone
with helpful information to come
forward. At this time, we request
the privacy of the family be main-
tained during this incredibly diffi-
cult process and that the details of

the case are reported as respect-
fully as possible.”

State Coroner Teresa O’Sulli-
van, her assisting team and
Hayez’s family will attend the
hearing in Byron Bay in person,
under plans previously outlined in
a preliminary hearing. Because of
pandemic restrictions, witnesses
and legal representatives are to
appear via video link.

A YouTube link will be pro-
vided to allow the community to
watch proceedings, said counsel
assisting, Kirsten Edwards.

Ms Edwards has said phone,
location and internet data that
tracked Hayez was “critical in this
case but it also can be expected to
be critical in a number of other
cases”.

Hayez’s maternal grand-
mother Jacqueline Jourquin,
cousin Lisa Hayez and godfather
Jean-Philippe Pector will also
attend the inquest.

The busiest week for auctions in
at least 13 years has ended in dis-
appointment for some, with
clearance rates falling in Sydney
and Melbourne due to bad
weather and worries about inter-
est rates.

Capital cities across Australia
had their busiest auction weeks
since CoreLogic started keeping
records in 2008 as 4261 homes
went under the hammer, mark-
ing the first time the volume had
topped 4000.

But a preliminary clearance
rate that began softening in Oc-
tober slipped further this week,
with 71.4 per cent of the 3471 re-
sults collected so far selling be-
fore, at or after auction. This risks
falling into the high 60 per cent
range once figures are finalised.

Melbourne recorded its busi-
est week since late March, with
1891 auctions, up 14.1 per cent
from the week prior. But it re-
corded a preliminary clearance
rate of 68.5 per cent, down from
72.7 per cent last week.

Sydney missed predictions
that it would break its all-time re-
cord for home sales, with Core-
Logic saying it disappointed this
week, with 5 per cent of sched-
uled auctions postponed, prob-
ably due to the weather.

With 1577 homes taken to
auction across the city, this week
was Sydney’s second busiest on
record and the busiest since late
November 2014.

Last week 1352 homes went to
auction, while this time last year
886 auctions were held. With
1281 results collected so far, Syd-
ney crashed to its lowest reading
over the year to date, reporting a
preliminary clearance rate of 71.4
per cent.

REA Group senior economist
Eleanor Creagh said the market
was reaching a point where in-
terest rates were not going to go
any lower and prices had moved
significantly higher.

She argued the impact of
lower rates was fading and ana-
lysts have raised the spectre of
macroprudential tightening,
which pointed to a slowing in
market activity and price
growth. 

“I think we’re reaching that
period now where that real kind
of FOMO effect is coming out,”
Ms Creagh said. “But I don’t
think we’re near to a buyers’
market.”

Instead, price growth has
begun to slow and there will be
more dispersion of results, with
buyers only chasing properties
where a price premium is justi-
fied.

Canberra’s preliminary clear-
ance rate was 88.2 per cent; Adel-
aide’s 78.7 per cent: Brisbane’s
74.5 per cent; and Perth’s 60 per
cent.

Not such 
a super 
Saturday 
after all
BEN WILMOT

Backpacker’s family calls for reward and specialist probe
DAVID MURRAY
NATIONAL CRIME 
CORRESPONDENT

A former contractor working on
the rollout of the NBN has been
charged by Australian Federal
Police after allegedly stealing
more than $100,000 in an elabor-
ate SMS phishing scam.

Jay Nelson McCrea, who is
facing up to 20 years behind bars,
was arrested last week accused of
defrauding more than 450 unsus-
pecting victims.

The AFP will allege in court
the 38-year-old sent fake text
messages with links to phoney
banking and telecommunication
websites, including the Common-
wealth Bank, NAB and Telstra.

Police say victims entered their
usernames, passwords and other
private information, which he
then used to access their real ac-
counts - stealing more than
$100,000 and creating new ac-
counts without their knowledge.

Scam charges for ex-NBN contractor
According to LinkedIn, Mr

McCrea was contracted to install
NBN cabling into homes across
Sydney during the time of some of
the alleged offending, which al-
legedly commenced in 2018.

AFP officers alongside NSW
police from the Cybercrime
Squad raided his Ryde home in
Sydney’s northwest on Wednes-
day, seizing electronic devices,
drug paraphernalia, multiple sim
and bank cards, mobile phones
and storage devices. 

Mr McCrea, a former gaming
project manager, was charged
with dealing with proceeds of
crime, possessing data with intent
to commit computer offence and
accessing data by carriage service
with intent to commit a serious of-
fence. He faced Hornsby Local
Court on Wednesday and was de-
nied bail.

Police are investigating and
analysing seized devices and have
not ruled out further charges.

The Australian understands
authorities have prevented a fur-
ther $4m from being stolen from
16,000 Australians, liaising with
banking and telecommunication
companies that have placed extra
security protocols on accounts.

On Thursday, federal police
executed a second search warrant
at a Sydney hotel, charging a sec-
ond 36-year-old man with two
counts of fraud.

Commander Chris Goldsmid,
who heads the AFP’s cybercrime
unit, said scammers would use
any tools they could to exploit
people. “We encourage people to
protect themselves against phish-
ing scams by reviewing emails or
SMSs before clicking on any links.

“Anyone who believes they
have been a victim of a phishing
scam, or who sees anomalies in
their banking transactions,
should contact their bank and also
report the matter via Report
Cyber at cyber.gov.au,” he said.

LIAM MENDES

Still missing: Hayez 

NATIONAL TRACING SYSTEM, BETTING LEVY PROPOSED TO REFORM ANIMAL WELFARE

Fix on track to save horse racing
Australia-wide tracking of retired
racehorses and uniform animal
welfare standards headline a
radical overhaul of the $9bn
thoroughbred industry that could
be part-funded by a 50c levy on
every active betting account.

A two-year review of racing in
the wake of shocking animal cru-
elty revelations has called for
sweeping changes to better pro-
tect horses and warns that without
a dramatic fix, the industry’s long-
term future is imperilled.

Thousands of retired race-
horses every year would be traced 
on a database as they are rehomed 
and retrained for life after the track,
under the key recommendations. 

A new body called Thorough-
bred Welfare Australia would be
established to police legally en-
forceable minimum welfare stan-
dards covering all horses at all
ages in all jurisdictions.

The national tracing system,
which will need all states and terri-
tories to pass new legislation,
would give retired horses a unique
identity code and have their loca-
tions and owners logged.

In his submission to the review,
Victorian trainer Ciaron Maher
said: “The equine welfare issue has
been smouldering away for a
while now and while there’s prob-
ably a gap between the perception
and the reality, it’s not an issue we
can ignore.”

A coalition of racing industry
bodies including Thoroughbred
Breeders Australia, Victoria Rac-
ing Club, the Australian Trainers
Association and the Australian
Jockeys Association joined to
commission the review.

Former Victorian premier and
vet Denis Napthine chaired the
investigation and declared that
the 141-page report – The most im-
portant participant: A Framework
for Thoroughbred Welfare – was a
“pathway forward on welfare”.
“We love our horses, and we want
and need to protect them,” he said.

The report finds that the
thoroughbred industry plays a sig-
nificant role in the nation’s cul-
tural identity and history, and
stresses that the horses are the
most important participant.

“Without the contribution of
its horses, everything from the
major racing carnivals that attract
international attention, the
80,000 jobs the industry supports
nationwide, through to the hun-
dreds of millions of dollars in taxes
raised each year, do not exist,” the
report finds. 

It identifies several weak-
nesses, including a lack of national
standards for the care of horses, no
clear and uniform definition of
good welfare, and state-based silos
that mean different welfare fund-
ing, programs and rules across
seven major racing authorities. 

The review was ordered in the
wake of an ABC 7.30 investigation

in October 2019 called The Final
Race, which revealed former race-
horses being transported to abat-
toirs and knackeries where they
experienced “horrifying abuse
before slaughter”.

Other key recommendations
include:

Banning anyone with a
criminal conviction for an animal
cruelty offence being in the racing
or breeding industry;

 Capping the number of foals
born annually to reduce the num-
bers of horses needing to be re-
homed in the long run. Currently,
about 12,600 foals are produced
each year;

Country and community
race programs should be expand-
ed to provide more opportunities
for older horses;

 Horses should whenever
possible be put down on familiar 
land and the Australian Veterinary
Association and RSPCA should 
help develop national protocols;

 Welfare standards should be
framed around physical and func-
tional wellbeing as well as giving

horses experiences for positive
emotions across nutrition, health,
environment, behaviour and
interactions with humans. 

Thoroughbred Breeders Aus-
tralia chief executive Tom Reilly,
who has managed the review, said
the review built on existing wel-
fare programs.

“The report doesn’t just look at
what racing or breeding can do, it
highlights the need to work col-
laboratively and with govern-
ments to get a national framework
so that there are standards for the
care of our horses from birth until
death,” he said.

Lisa Coffey, who runs Racing
Hearts at Moorooduc on Victor-
ia’s Mornington Peninsula, which
cares for about 30 retired horses,
including Brookie Hill and Chats-
field, said: “There needs to be pro-
vision for horses exiting the racing
industry to lead a comfortable and
healthy life.

“We’re a bit like a foster home
for racehorses. The types of horse
we take tend to be the ones that
people don’t want; they might be

arthritic, might not be very pretty
or might have some behavioural
issues. They just need some time
and patience.”

The report finds that the “least
stressful and most humane
option” for killing horses is for it to
be performed on farms or in fam-
iliar settings for the animals.

“Where on-farm humane kill-
ing is not an option, appropriate
transport to a nearby knackery
where shooting is carried out
according to best practice by a
trained and competent operator

can also be acceptable,” the report
says.

The report recommends state
and territory regulators step up
oversight and auditing of knacker-
ies where horses are killed.

The report confirms the econ-
omic importance of the racing 
industry, valuing it at $9bn, and 
says it generates 78,000 jobs, many 
in rural and regional Australia.

“While big contests such as the
Melbourne Cup may be its highest
profile events, thousands of race
meetings are held each year across
the country – from major cities to
outback meetings such as Birds-
ville – that help sustain local econ-
omies, drive tourism, support jobs,
and create a unique community
that pulls together people from all
walks of life,” the report states.

It reveals that in 2019-20, 387
race clubs across the country
staged 2485 meetings in which
179,242 runners contested 18,609
races. Those horses were trained
by 3042 trainers and ridden by 844
jockeys. 

Participation is not limited to

those involved in the care of
thoroughbreds. Australians bet
more than $21bn on thoroughbred
racing during the year.

The report surveyed Austra-
lians’ views of horse racing, and
detected some warning signs
about the long-term future of the
industry.

“The results showed more
respondents were unsupportive
than supportive of racing and
breeding, and almost a third were
ambivalent or unsure,” the report
says.

Australians have overwhelm-
ing backed plans for thorough-
bred care to be audited and
constantly improved, with 73 per
cent of those surveyed supporting
this approach, while 69 per cent
agreed that standards should be
enforced by sanctions for those
not complying.

The nationwide survey de-
tailed in the report detected some
alarming signs for the industry,
with a high 29 per cent agreeing
that the industry “won’t be around
in 20 years”, while 57 per cent

agreed that money and cost
“drives most horse welfare
decisions”.

The nation’s love of horses was
confirmed by the survey, which
found that 50 per cent agreed that
a horse is not the same as other
livestock such as sheep and cattle.
A massive 44 per cent agreed that
the thoroughbred racing industry
was not transparent. 

The report estimates that the
industry would need to raise $10m
to help bankroll the new system
and watchdog, with $2m of that
coming from an annual 50c fee on
each of the four million active bet-
ting accounts. Operators would be
expected to meet this cost.

Breeders would be slugged
with a $300-per-foal levy, raising
$3m, while horse owners would be
charged a $300-per-horse fee,
raising another $3.3m.

About $800,000 would come
from trainers, $400,000 from
jockeys, $1.5m from Racing Aus-
tralia, $600,000 from sponsors
and an estimated $500,000 from
donations.

DAMON JOHNSTON
VICTORIAN EDITOR 

ARSINEH HOUSPIAN

Lisa Coffey, of Racing Hearts, with Brookie Hill and Chatsfield at Moorooduc on Victoria’s Mornington Peninsula

Without proper 
traceability we won’t be 
able to tell the public – or 
our critics – what 
happens to our 
horses when they 
leave racing.
CIARON MAHER 
P24
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*Fares are cruise only, per person, in AUD, in complete twin accommodation, based on lead category staterooms as specified available at time of publication, 
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safety protocols in light of Covid-19 and looking at how these may affect your voyage. Our actual cruise offerings may vary from the descriptions provided and 
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SALE

Australia Short Break
2 nights

5 - 7 Jan 2023    Q302

Melbourne to Sydney

Per person twin share Was* Now*

Inside $599PP $449PP

For more information and to view all fares,  
visit cunard.com/Q302

Per person twin share Was* Now*

Inside $1,049PP $699PP

For more information and to view all fares,  
visit cunard.com/Q308

Tasmania
3 nights

11 - 14 Feb 2023    Q308

Melbourne roundtrip to Burnie

Must end 30 Nov 2021.

To book visit cunard.com, call 1300 362 365 
or contact your travel agent.

Savings start at 25% 
off launch fares~
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Slaughter scandal sparks call for
new racehorse welfare regulator

Equine therapist Jessica Liston with
thoroughbred Jorge.
Photo: Chloe Smith

‘We have got to have
national standards

and guidelines.’
Bidda Jones, RSPCA chief scientist

Chip Le Grand
Chief reporter

A two-year examination of the ra-
cing industry conducted after revel-
ations that retired racehorses were
being slaughtered for human con-
sumption has called for the estab-
lishment of a new national body
dedicated to the welfare of
thoroughbreds.
The report also urges federal and

state governments to create a na-
tional database to track thorough-
breds through their entire lifespan,
warning that without this informa-
tion the racing industry has no way
of knowing what happens to its
horses in retirement.
The report, commissioned by

Thoroughbred Breeders Australia
following what its authors describe
as a fragmented response to public
concerns about horse welfare, lays
bare the existential threat racing
faces unless it can demonstrate that
horses are cared for beyond the
track.
A survey conducted for the report

found more people were unsuppor-
tive than supportive of racing, but
this would change if the industry
could show improved outcomes for
horses.
‘‘It is the thoroughbred industry’s

responsibility to ensure thorough-

breds are cared for appropriately
from birth to end of life,’’ the report
concludes. ‘‘This is not being done
adequately now.
‘‘Unless that changes, the eco-

nomic, emotional and social benefits
of horse racing will evaporate.’’
The proposed new body, Thor-

oughbred Welfare Australia, would

be establishedwith an initial $10mil-
lion budget, principally raised
through a levy on breeders, owners,
trainers and jockeys, and armed
with a mandate to provide national
leadership on horse welfare.
Under the funding model pro-

posed, breeders would pay $300 for
every new foal, owners $300 for
every registered racehorse and
trainers and jockeys 1 per cent of
their prizemoney share. Racing
Australia would be asked to contrib-
ute between $1 million and $1.5 mil-
lion and further funds would be
raised through sponsorship and
donations.

Former Victorian premier Denis
Napthine, lead author of the report,
said therewasnear-universal agree-
ment among racing industry parti-
cipants that they owed a lifelong
duty of care to horses bred for their
sport, but no national framework to
ensure this happened.
‘‘A horse can be born in the

Hunter Valley, sold in Melbourne,
Sydney or at the Magic Millions,
race in two or three different states
and retire in a fourth,’’ Dr Napthine
told The Age. ‘‘You need a national
approach to be able to follow that
horse and provide the welfare sup-
port that horse may need. What the
community is demanding now, and
quite rightly, is an absolute focus on
thoroughbred welfare.’’
RSPCA chief scientist Bidda

Jones, anothermember of thework-
ing group that produced the report,
said the problems racing faced re-
flected a lack of national leadership
on animal welfare within the in-
dustry and across government.
‘‘We have got to have national

standards and guidelines for
horses,’’ she said.
‘‘The federal government has a

role and the states and territories
have a role, but at the moment we
haven’t got a process for developing
national standards which reflect
community expectations andanimal

welfare science. This industry needs
that process to happen faster.’’
The report found there are no na-

tionally agreed standards for how
horses should be cared for, trans-
ported and, when necessary, killed.
Dr Jones said public sentiment had
shifted to seeing horses as compan-
ion animals instead of livestock com-
modities, but the regulation of
equine welfare had not kept pace
with this change.
Writing inTheAge, leading jockey

Hugh Bowman said this needed to
be a priority. ‘‘Coming from a farm-
ing background, it is hard to believe
we have such standards for sheep
and cattle but not horses.’’
The industry was thrown into cri-

sis on the eve of the 2019 spring
racing carnival when ABC’s 7.30
and a Melbourne-based animal wel-
fare group, the Coalition for the Pro-
tection of Racehorses, exposed the
slaughter of discarded thorough-
bred and standardbred horses at a
Queensland abattoir.
Graphic footage of retired race-

horses being butchered for export
meat and, separately, for pet mince
at knackeries prompted a signific-
ant response from the sport’s state-
based regulators. Racing NSW
made a $33 million investment to
buy and upgrade properties where
horses could be trained and

rehomed, Racing Victoria launched
a $25 million welfare plan and other
states boosted their welfare efforts
with a 1 per cent levy onprizemoney.
The Thoroughbred Breeders

Australia-commissioned report’s
best estimate, based on recent re-
search and available data, is every
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It’s never been so easy to fall for a dream. 
Fall in love with the new Taycan. Soul, electrifi ed.
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‘They are incredible
in the therapy

space.’
Jessica Liston, equine therapist

year, 8500 thoroughbreds leave the
racing industry in need of a new
home. According to Racing Austra-
lia, the sport’s national governing
body, only 2 per cent of retired race-
horses enter a retraining or rehom-
ing scheme funded by a racing au-
thority.

The report notes that Australia
produces about 13,000 foals a year.
Although this number represents a
30 per cent decline since the start of
the century, Australia breeds more
horses than any country outside the
US. The report warns the ‘‘potential
for overproduction of thorough-

breds is very real’’ but, due to a lack
of reliable data,makesnoconclusion
onwhether toomanyarebeingbred.
DrNapthine says this is an indict-

ment of a $9 billion industry. ‘‘We
have got an industry that is worth
billions of dollars and employs more
than 80,000 people and nobody has

got a sustainable plan to ensure the
supply of the most important in-
gredient: the horse.’’
The case for a national horse

traceability register – a database to
track the whereabouts and owner-
ship of all thoroughbred horses –
was established by a Senate inquiry
two years ago on both welfare and
biosecurity grounds. Since then, the
project has been stuck in a working
group led by the Victorian Depart-
ment of Agriculture.
Federal Agriculture Minister

DavidLittleproud earlier thismonth
announced an additional $1.1 million
in funding to speed the development
of a register. Dr Napthine called on

the bureaucrats responsible to get
on with it. ‘‘You can get lost in the
weeds and forget you are there to
solve a bigger problem,’’ he said.
Dr Napthine, a former vet and

state racing minister, said the in-
dustry had explored only ‘‘the tip of
the iceberg’’ in terms of retraining
thoroughbreds for equestrian, trail
riding and pleasure use.
Jessica Liston – an equine therap-

ist who uses thoroughbreds from
her parents’ breeding property near
Eddington toworkwith at-risk teen-
agers – says all horses should be
bred and trained for purposes other
than racing. ‘‘I grew up riding race-

horses with mymum and we always
saw the horse first,’’ she said. ‘‘We
would take young thoroughbreds to
the pony club and the beach and
shifting cattle. Whenever they fin-
ished their racing career they had
plenty of options for homes to go to.
‘‘There is a lot of fear around

thoroughbreds but, for me, they
have been absolutely sensational to
work with. They are incredible in
the therapy space because they are
so sensitive towards people.’’
The report was produced by the

Thoroughbred Aftercare Welfare
Working Group, a panel of Dr Nap-
thine, Dr Jones, equine vet Ken
Jacobs and Jack Lake, a racehorse
owner and agricultural policy ad-
viser to successive federal Labor
governments.
The panel’s work was supported

by influential racing industry figures
including this year’sMelbourne Cup
winning trainer Chris Waller,
Godolphin’s Vin Cox, prominent
owner and Victorian Racing Club
director Neil Werrett, Thorough-
bred Breeders Australia chief exec-
utive Tom Reilly and the heads of
the trainer and jockey associations,
Andrew Nicholl and Martin Talty.
Mr Reilly said the research and

report made a compelling case for a
national approach to horse welfare.
‘‘A huge amount of effort has been
put into improving welfare recently
and there is some great work going
on, but this report shows the need
for a framework that protects our
horses at all stages of their lives.
That’s not something the thorough-
bred industry can do by itself.’’
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Voters back
tough rules
to expose
online trolls
David Crowe
Zoe Samios

Continued Page 6

Two thirds of Australians back theidea of holding Facebook and othersocial media companies responsiblefor posts made on their platforms,while 70 per cent want anonymous‘‘trolls’’ to be revealed in tougherrules for millions of users.Voters support the case for great-er oversight of the social networks,with 71 per cent favouring betterregulation at the same time PrimeMinister Scott Morrison promises adraft bill to subject the companies totougher laws and court orders.

The exclusive survey, conductedfor The Age by research companyResolveStrategic, shows62per centof voters believe big tech companieshelp keep people connected but only16 per cent believe the sector can betrusted to regulate itself.While almost half of all adults saytech services and products play abig part in their lives, 64 per centsaid they were nervous about thecollection and use of their personaldata and 46 per cent thought thecompanies did not do enough to stopfake news or objectionable content.Federal eSafety CommissionerJulie Inman Grant told a Senatehearing lastmonth a record numberof Australians were disclosing on-line abuse, with 23,500 reports ofillegal and harmful content last year
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Saving racehorsesA two-year probe of the racing industry sparked by theslaughter scandal has called for a new national bodydedicated to the welfare of thoroughbreds.EXCLUSIVE PAGES 10-11

Equine therapist
Jessica Liston

with Jorge.
Photo: Chloe Smith

Michael Fowler

Continued Page 4

Health officials are consideringreintroducing 14 days’ quarantinefor all international arrivals as aprecaution against the new Omic-ron strain of COVID-19 as the firstcases in Australia were confirmedin NSW yesterday and a COVID-positive person who travelled toVictoria was also being tested.Official sources, who were notauthorised to speak publicly, saidstate and national officials wereweighing an extension of quarant-ine beyond 72 hours – a new ruleintroduced on Saturday as thefresh COVID strain prevalent inSouth Africa and neighbouringcountries was named. Masks couldalso make a comeback in a widerrange of settings.
Genomic sequencing confirmedtwo fully vaccinated travellers fromsouthern Africa who landed inSydney on Saturday night were in-fected with the Omicron variant.They were isolating in specialhealth accommodation yesterday,with 260 passengers and air crewidentified as close contacts.The Victorian Department ofHealth last night said tests werebeing conducted after it was con-firmed a person had returned toAustralia fromacountry of concernand tested positive to COVID inNSW before travelling to Victoria.

The person is now back in NSW.About 40 people now in Victoriahave been identified as having re-cently travelled through one of thecountries that are subject to re-strictions.
An announcement of new healthorders is possible as soon as todayand any changes were likely to bereplicated across all states and ter-ritories, the sources said.Amid promising signs Omicronwas causing only mild disease,Chief Health Officer Brett Suttonwarned Victorians against panic,saying more information on the ef-fectiveness of vaccines and theseverity of disease would emerge,but the early indications were en-couraging.

‘‘We are not back at square oneby any means,’’ Professor Suttonsaid. ‘‘The vaccination coveragethat we’ve got – over 90 per cent of

Crooks ‘launder $1b’ through pokiesEXCLUSIVE
Nick McKenzieJoel Tozer

Continued Page 8

State and federal authorities haveevidence NSW’s 95,000 pokermachines are being used as laun-dering machines for illicit cashthat is ‘‘easily in the hundreds ofmillions’’ of dollars, with allega-tions that, nationwide, more than$1 billion from the proceeds ofcrime is probably being cleansedthrough pubs and clubs with gam-ing machines.
The scale of Australia’s pokiescrime problem has been revealed

by one of the nation’s most seniorgambling industry officials andcomes as CCTV video from a cent-ral Sydney pokies venue shows amoney laundering syndicate oper-ating with impunity.The vision, obtained by The Age,The Sydney Morning Herald and60 Minutes, reveals the syndicate

effectively commandeering thepokies venue to launder tens ofthousands of dollars, with a largenumber of people apparently in-volved in the co-ordinated scheme.It shows two different methods:some in the group are working onlinked gaming machines chasingan almost guaranteed jackpot,while another figure is feedingbanknotes into two poker ma-chines at once. In an hour, the manfeeds $27,000 into the machine,then bets just $1 and claims therest as ‘‘clean’’ gambling winnings.

Canberra threatens to cutfunds if car parks stalled
EXCLUSIVE
Cara Waters
City editor

TheGlenEira council has been toldfuture funding from the Morrisongovernment may be cut if it doesnot build commuter car parks inBentleigh and Elsternwick.The council commissioned inde-pendent research which found the$20 million car parks would in-crease congestion. In a letter seenby The Age, federal Minister forUrban Infrastructure Paul Fletch-

er told Glen Eira’s then mayorMargaret Esakoff in Septemberthat in assessing future infrastruc-ture proposals to be delivered bythe council, a ‘‘range of factors’’would be considered.He wrote that a decision to can-cel the car parks ‘‘could well havethe long-term consequence of re-ducing the chance of future applic-ations for Commonwealth fundingfor the City of Glen Eira being suc-cessful’’.
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PROTECTING THE MOST IMPORTANT PARTICIPANT

THE REVIEW CALLS FOR

Responsibility: The thoroughbred industry 
should take all reasonable steps to ensure its horses 
have a good life, including after racing, and a 
humane death.

National Standards: Governments should 
develop, with the support of industry, national 
standards for all horses (not just thoroughbreds). 
This would mandate minimum care for horses at 
all stages of life, including for thoroughbreds after 
they exit racing and breeding. Areas covered by 
these standards would include end-of-life treatment 
and transportation. Other species, such as cattle 
and sheep, have enforceable welfare standards, but 
these do not yet exist for horses.

Industry Standards: The industry should 
develop its own national welfare standards for all 
thoroughbreds. These would set a higher bar than 

the recommended standards for all horses (see 
above) and would make clear to all participants, as 
well as the public, the minimum acceptable levels 
of care for thoroughbreds in the industry. Addi-
tionally, the industry should develop quality 
assurance (QA) schemes to drive best practice.

Traceability: Governments should create a 
national traceability register for all horses, which 
identifies each horse individually, as well as its 
location and owner. This would allow the 
thorough bred industry to know where its horses 
are in retirement. Without such a register, the 
expert panel said, it was almost impossible to have 
an effective whole-of-life welfare regime. >>

Transition: The industry needs to invest more in 
developing programs to help thoroughbreds find 
new careers after retirement, to extend the positive 
opportunities that are already being created. 
Moving thoroughbreds into good homes or a 
purposeful second career is vital to ensure the 
long-term welfare of these horses. More invest-
ment also needs to be put towards stimulating 
demand for thoroughbreds.

Safety Net: The industry should establish a 
national thoroughbred safety net to support horses 
at risk of a poor welfare outcome after leaving 
racing and breeding. Such a safety net would allow 
the industry to help those horses which it no 
longer has jurisdiction over. The report points to 
successful overseas programs to demonstrate what 
can be achieved.

The 
report was 

commissioned 
by TBA and 

other industry 
groups

The report was 
widely covered  
in the national 
media.
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TENNIS

Australia win, still face
early Davis Cup exit

Australia beatHungary 2-1 in

Turin but are on thebrink of

Davis Cupelimination after

finishing their group campaign

with a 2-4 record. Eighteen teams

are competing in six round-robin

groups for places in thequarter-

finals. Thegroupwinners and

twobest runners-upqualify for

thequarter-finals. Having lost 3-0

toCroatia, Australiawent 1-0

downwhenZsombor Piros

claimed thebiggestwin of his

career bybeating JohnMillman

4-6, 6-4, 6-3. Piros is ranked

282nd in theworld – 210places

belowMillman. Australia, 28-time

champions, finally claimed their

first victory of the tournament

whenAlexdeMinaur came

througha three-hourmatch to

beatMartonFucsovics 7-5, 2-6,

7-6(7-2) and level the tie at 1-1.

Thedoubles pairingofAlexBolt

and JohnPeers then sealed the

tiewhen theybeat theHungarian

duo6-3, 6-7(11-9), 6-3.

FOOTBALL

COVID causes havoc in
Portuguese league match

Portuguese clubBelenenses

started a leaguematch against

Benficawith just nineplayers

after aCOVID-19 outbreak in its

squadonSaturday. Thegame

was later called off just after half-

time.With two fewer players,

Belenenses stood little chanceof

winning. Benfica’s goals in the

7-0win came in the first half

including anowngoal scoredby

Belenenses inside the first

minute. The referee called the

matchoff just after the start of

the secondhalf. Only seven

players took the field for

Belenenses for the second45

minutes, and theywere soon

down to six. The lawsof football

allow for games tobeplayed as

long as each teamhas seven

players. Belenenses president

Rui Pedro Soares said despite

having adecimated squadhis

clubdid not ask for thegame to

bepostponed.

RUGBY

Caslick, Williams to fore as

women win Dubai sevens

TheAustralianwomen sevens

teamhaveput a horrorOlympics

behind themwith adominantwin

in theopeningworld series event

inDubai. In a fieldmissing

Olympic championsNew

Zealand,who could not travel

due toCOVID-19 restrictions,

Australia beat Fiji 22-7 in the final.

Rio goldmedallist Charlotte

Caslick notchedher 100thworld

series try in a player-of-the-

matchperformancewhile Sharni

Williamswasback to her

commandingbest. Coach John

Manenti said thewin showed the

potential of thegroup,who lost

thebulk of their RioOlympics

stars last year andare now the

youngest on theworld series

circuit.Manenti iswaiting to hear

whether keeps his job after both

he andmen’s coachTimWalsh

were asked to reapply for their

positions after poor campaigns

in Tokyo. GeorginaRobinson

Harsh lessons:
Clinicial USA
hand Matildas
2023 roadmap
FOOTBALL

Dominic Bossi

‘It’s us learning and
growing as a team.’
Matildasmidfielder Caitlin Foord

TheMatildas’ problematic defence

is showing few signs of improving

but the players are holding out

hope that time, experience and

tough lessons such as Saturday’s

3-0 thrashing by USA will harden

them for next year’s AsianCup and

the 2023 Women’s World Cup.

Despite leaving several key play-

ers at home, USA made light work

of an Australian back line which

has now conceded 36 goals in 15

games this year under the guid-

ance of coach Tony Gustavsson.

Speaking the day after the

match, forward Caitlin Foord

didn’t hide her disappointment

with the result and performance

which showed no end to Austra-

lia’s inability to be clinical in

clutch moments.
‘‘Disappointing not to get the

win but I think it’s pretty clear that

the clinical moments, what hap-

pened in the final third and the

back third, they were just clinical

with their finishing and we obvi-

ously weren’t clinical,’’ Foord said.

‘‘These moments define games.’’

The match was billed as a

World Cup dress rehearsal by

Gustavsson but showed the

Matildas have a long way to go

before being considered genuine

contenders on home soil in 2023.

Despite their woes at both ends

of the park, Foord believes there’s

enough time to find familiarity in

the back line before 2023 while

trial and error is essential to es-

tablishing a strong defence.
‘‘It’s us learning and growing as a

team and learning from these mis-

takes,’’ she said. ‘‘I guess it’s about

finding the best combinations as

well because at the end of the day,

we have to be solid all over the field

and that’s something we are defin-

itely working on and trying to find

the best fit and the best structure

and team to put out there.’’
Gustavsson made the gamble of

playing two teenagers in the heart

of defence against the world cham-

pions, starting Courtney Nevin

alongside debutante Jessika Nash,

who was substituted at half-time.

That lack of experience was

punished by the Americans, who

scored within 24 seconds by seiz-

ing on a mix-up in marking.
The Matildas’ back line is set to

be bolstered by the return of ex-

perienced centre-back Clare Pol-

kinghorne for tomorrow night’s

rematch in Newcastle while de-

fender Alanna Kennedy is racing

the clock to prove her fitness after

suffering a quad injury.
Polkinghorne was spared on

Saturday night having a heavy

load with her club Vittsjo in

Sweden but will likely start to-

morrow night. Despite being

brought off midway through the

second half on Saturday, captain

Sam Kerr is likely to start again

with the team reporting no other

injuries other than Kennedy.
‘‘Our medical team, they do any-

thing andeverything they can to get

everyone turned around quickly.

With the short turnaround it’s all

about recovery and obviously today

everyone is feeling a bit sore,’’

Foord said. ‘‘We have another two

days before we play again.’’

We have standards for sheep, why not racehorses?

RACING
Hugh BowmanB

eing brought up on a farm
in countryNSW, animals
were always a part ofmy
life. They sustainedmy

family; wewere taught to respect

them, andwe did. The samewas

truewhen I started riding.
My father, Jim,was anamateur

jockey, campdrafter and
polocrosse player.When Iwas akid

he said he couldn’t teachmemuch,

but he could teachmehow to ride.

Hewaswrong: I learnt a lot from

him.One of those lessonswas to

respect and care formyhorse and

even thoughmy career has taken

me a longway fromour family’s

farm inDunedoo, that lesson has

remainedwithme.
Racehorseshave sustainedmy

family for 25 years.But thereare

manymoreacross thecountry like

me,with the industry supporting

nearly80,000 full-time jobs in

Australia.Asanation, racinghas

playedakey role inourcultureand

ourhistory.Butnomatter if ahorse

is racingatRandwick in the
$15 millionEverest, or outwest at

Walgett for a fractionof that
prizemoney, thereare some things

thatdonot change.And themost

important of these is that ourhorses

arewell cared for.
In early 2020key sectorsof the

racingandbreeding industries

came togetherandappointedan

expertpanel to inquire intohorse

welfare.Theaimwas tomakesure

that, as anational industry,wewere

awareof anyareaswherewecould

improveandanyregulatorygaps

thatneededaddressing.
The result is a report calledA

Framework forThoroughbred

Welfare that is published today.The

report acknowledges lots of good

work is alreadygoingon. InNSW,

thegoverningbodyhas spentwell

over$30mbuyingandupgrading

properties tohelp retrainand
rehomeretired thoroughbreds.
But the report also highlights

wherewemust do better. The plan

recommends that government and

the industry develop aminimum

welfare standards as a priority.

Coming froma farming
background, it is hard to believewe

have such standards for sheep and

cattle but not horses.
It alsopoints to theneed for

racingandbreeding todevelopour

own internalwelfare standards

across the industry.Nomatter

whereyouare in thecountry, nor

whatyour role is in this industry,

you shouldhave tomeet those

standards.Weneed toensure there

is a culturewherewearecontinually

striving todobetter for ourhorses.

The reportproposesanational

horse register soweknowwhere

thoroughbredsareafter theyhave

left the industry. It also calls for the

establishmentof a safetynet that

wouldallow the industry to step in

and fund the careof thoroughbreds

that areat riskofpooroutcomes.

The report recognises the
thoroughbred industry cannotbe

directly responsible forhorsesonce

theyhave retiredbut itmakesclear

thatwemustdomore tohelp their

transition fromracing, so theyhave

everychance to enjoyameaningful

secondcareer.Finally, the report

sayswemusthave standards in

place to ensure that all horseshavea

humaneend to life.
It is nowup toall of us in the

industry to take these
recommendationsand implement

them;after all, thiswas the lesson

my father taughtmanyyearsago.

REPORTCALLSFORWELFARE

REFORM–News, Page 12

Rodwell comes close for Wanderers
On the run: Star Wanderers recruit Jack Rodwell. Photo: Getty Images

WANDERERS2NEWCASTLE2 In a half-hour cameo, JackRodwell showed

whyhe could be just about anything. Themanonce valued at almost $30

million almost scored a stunning solo goal last night. He also cameclose

to being sent off. But to the nakedeye, he never looked close to breaking

out of a jog. How thebiggest name toplay for the club fits into their

rejuvenation is just onepart of the intr
igue thatwill envelop the

Wanderers. Against the Jets, they looke
d every part thework in progress.

Theygifted the visitors an early goal, a penalty tak
enby striker Beka

Mikeltadze. Ex-Jet Bernie Ibini twisted the knife into his old clubwith an

early contender for goal of the season
. Striker TomerHemed

dispossessed ex-WandererKostaGrozos tomake it 2-1 but Cameroonian

internationalOlivier Boumal equalised in the 52ndminute.DominicBossi
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Aussie slugger Kambosos 
upsets the raging favourite 
in New York { P22 }

WORLD
BEATER
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Australian assistant coach An-
drew McDonald admits a century
from Alex Carey in the Marsh Cup
on Sunday has strengthened his
Ashes case, but a batting master-
class from fellow Test hopeful
Matthew Renshaw appears just as
likely to have captured the Aussie
selectors’ attention.

Wicketkeeper Carey’s hopes of
making his Test debut were fast-
tracked when a highly publicised
sexting scandal prompted incum-
bent wicketkeeper Tim Paine to
drop out of the Ashes squad.

Paine’s spot in the XI will be
filled by either Carey or Josh In-
glis, who is training at a quarantine
base on the Gold Coast with Aus-
tralia’s repatriated T20 World Cup
players.

A fill-in captain at ODI level
this year, Carey has an edge on In-
glis, especially after putting a dis-
appointing run of Sheffield Shield
form behind him to make a timely
century in South Australia’s loss to
Queensland.

His 101 runs for the Redbacks
on Sunday may have been in a
one-day match, but McDonald
said the haul would still factor into
Carey’s Ashes chances.

“It’s white-ball cricket, but any
form is good form, as we like to
say,” McDonald said on Sunday.

“We’ve got Josh Inglis in camp
with us at the moment, so he’s
starved of match opportunities.
We’ve got options there.”

Carey wasn’t the only Test
hopeful to spend the day putting
pressure on the selectors.

Renshaw (156*) raised his bat
for his maiden Marsh Cup century
to remind punters exactly why he
was picked for international hon-
ours at just 21.

Renshaw has been picked in
the Australia A squad for the sum-
mer so will be firmly in the select-
ors’ minds if a specialist batter goes
down injured.

It won’t take an injury for Carey
to feature in the Ashes selection
conversation, particularly after
Sunday’s knock.

After a last-minute concussion
ruled Jake Weatherald out, Carey
partnered debutant Henry Hunt
at the top of the order and the
makeshift pairing proved lethal.

By the time Max Bryant caught
Hunt (61) at mid-wicket, the South
Australian openers had notched
159 runs – the highest Marsh Cup
opening partnership for the Red-
backs against Queensland.

Carey (101) was bowled by
would-be Test teammate Marnus
Labuschagne shortly thereafter.

Up until early this year, I had a
horse called Lagerfeld in my
stable. He wasn’t a superstar, like
Caulfield Cup winner Jameka or
Merchant Navy, who went on to
win at Royal Ascot, but he was a
horse with ability, who raced 30

We need a new national body to ensure better care for our retired racehorses
times and won at Moonee Valley,
as well as a bunch of tracks in
country Victoria.

He’d been part of our team for a
number of years and was a favour-
ite with our staff, even if he some-
times fought a little with his track
riders in the mornings.

But now he is doing something
completely different and bringing
joy to others. Since retiring early
this year, Lagerfeld has been part
of a team at Racing Hearts, a
property that specialises in
equine-assisted therapy on the
Mornington Peninsula.

He is a favourite there. He loves
the attention he gets from the
people taking therapy, whether it’s
a class of autistic children patting

and grooming him, or being ridden
when someone is having a session
with a psychologist.

As a trainer, I know that I and
my staff get great enjoyment
knowing Lagerfeld is loving his
new life and bringing others
happiness.

While not every horse will be
suited for the role Lagerfeld’s
taken on, as an industry we need to
make sure every horse can have an
opportunity of a suitable second
career after racing.

In early 2020, key groups in the
thoroughbred racing and breeding
industries came together to ap-
point an expert panel to inquire
into thoroughbred welfare.

The results of that work, A

Framework for Thoroughbred
Welfare, was published on
Monday.

I made a submission to that
review, as did 180 other people or
organisations. As an industry we
should be grateful for the work
that’s been done.

A key finding of the report is
that we have a national industry
and we need a national response to
ensure the welfare of our horses.

Our industry is a big one in
Australia. Almost 80,000 people
have a job because of racing or
breeding and it raises about $1bn in
taxes for governments.

To give you an example of how
this works in practice, I train the
majority of my horses in Victoria,

put to into welfare and transition-
ing horses into second roles. 

More than $8m is spent each
year by Racing Victoria on this
area, while NSW has invested
more than $30m on properties for
retraining and rehoming. 

But we need to ensure there are
opportunities for horses across the
country. To help drive that goal,
the report has called for a new
national body dedicated to pro-
moting and ensuring welfare. I
think everybody in the industry
should get behind that idea.

We are not always great at
working well together, but this
issue is so important we have to do
just that.

Another concept in the report

is to develop a framework that de-
mands the proper care for horses.
This means there are standards for
the care of horses at all stages of
their life, from birthright through
until death. We have them for cat-
tle and sheep, but not for horses.
That needs to change and we need
the support of governments to
make this happen.

The report also calls on govern-
ments to establish a national regis-
try for all horses, so that we know
where they are and in whose care.

This is something I feel
passionately about. At the mo-
ment we just don’t have enough
data about what happens to our
horses when they leave racing or
breeding. Without proper tracea-

bility we won’t be able to tell the
public – or our critics — what hap-
pens to our horses. What’s more,
we will struggle to help them if
they get into trouble.

There is nothing in this report
that is radical or that people in our
industry should be frightened of.

The panel has given us a plan,
now it is important we are working
together to make it happen.

Ciaron Maher is one of Australia’s 
premier trainers and works in 
partnership with training partner 
David Eustace. Last season the two 
delivered 275 winners, including 
four at Group 1 level, and prepared 
winners at a staggering 61 different 
tracks across the country.

CIARON MAHER
TURF

This team only has room for one captain

Steve Smith’s first step towards be-
coming a successful Test vice-cap-
tain will be to park his ambitions to
be the top dog.

This is the view booming out
from the history books and several
key voices who have performed
the role as former captain Smith
prepares to act as Pat Cummins’s
deputy this Ashes summer.

“You cannot be aspiring to the
leadership … your job is totally dif-
ferent,’’ said Ian Healy, long-time
understudy to Mark Taylor.

“You are not the captain. Let
the captain do his job. You get the
team right.’’

Healy’s comments follow those
of former captain Michael Clarke,
who said that “there can only be
one captain”.

Smith craved a return to the
head role, but has claimed he will
be satisfied supporting new leader
Cummins in a role featuring more
responsibility than any Australian
vice-captain has ever had.

Australia has had a patchy his-
tory of Test match vice-captains.

Most who did the job well were
wicketkeepers such as Adam Gil-
christ, Healy or Brad Haddin, who
had no designs on the Test cap-
taincy. 

Haddin even knocked back the
captaincy when it was offered to
him, allowing Steve Smith to take
over from Clarke.

Problems have arisen when
vice-captains coveted the top job
and were marking time in the
deputy’s role.

While Smith will be heavily in-
volved in the tactical side of pro-
ceedings as Cummins will hand
him the steering wheel while he is

bowling, Healy said a key factor in
the role was looking after the
mood of the team. 

“The vice-captain needs to en-
sure the environment is good for
all, not only those who are per-
forming well. You need to be mak-
ing sure you are tipping energy
back into those not going well,” he
said. “There needs to be spark and
fun, maybe some social organis-
ation. Things like ‘where are we
going for dinner?’ He will have to
demonstrate a lot of energy and
thinking about others even more
than the captain does.

“The captain thinks about the
team and the strategy. The vice-
captain thinks about players and
works with the coaching staff to
ensure they are as on top of their
game as they can be. Not every one
of the 12 players are enjoying
themselves. There is always some
stress with players.’’

Haddin feels the vice-captaincy
is the perfect re-entrance to the
leadership scene for Smith follow-
ing a two-year ban from holding
such positions after the ball tamp-
ering Test in Cape Town in 2018. 

“It’s a great opportunity, to see
if Steve wants to get back into lead-
ership,’’ Haddin said.

“He’s done a lot of work on
himself over a long period of time
and I think he’s becoming a better
leader than he was when he was
first captain, all the development
he’s done. And it’s a great oppor-
tunity now to see if he wants to
continue down being back in the
spotlight as the leader.

“He might decide he doesn’t
want to be back there, he might be
outstanding at it and everything
moves forward. I think it’s not a
bad thing for him to test the waters
again. He’s developed a lot over
the last period of time.’’

ROBERT CRADDOCK
BEN HORNE

of the modern day cricketer is to be
able to adapt to that. There’ll be no
excuses from our end and I’m sure
there’ll be no excuses from En-
gland’s end either.”

McDonald said training in the
quarantine hub had given his
bowlers ample time to reacclima-
tise to the longer format.

“We’ve had fantastic facilities
up here. The weather’s been chal-
lenging at times but we’ve still
been able to get out into the cen-
tre,” he said. “Also, these guys have
got a lot of Test experience to draw
upon. So changing formats is
something that they’ve been able
to deal with. I think we’ll be really,
really, really well prepared.”

McDonald said he didn’t ex-
pect Cummins’ appointment to
the captaincy would change his

working relationship with the
popular quick.

“From a bowlers’ perspective,
I’ll be plugging into Patty as I nor-
mally do,” he said. “The conversa-
tions I’ll be having with Pat, they
won’t be too dissimilar to what we
normally do from a bowler/tacti-
cal point of view. The conversa-
tions that will probably change will
be from JL (coach Justin Langer)
to Pat, there’ll be more engage-
ment there.”

McDonald said he had been
impressed by the Shield form of
Michael Neser and Jhye Richard-
son, the two other quicks in the
Ashes squad, and both were chan-
ces to push one of the “big three”
out of the XI during the series.

ALASTAIR COOK P22

RENSHAW ALSO REMINDS SELECTORS HE’S STILL AROUND

Carey’s ton makes his Ashes case

Meanwhile, Australia’s “big
three” fast bowlers may not have
played red-ball cricket for more
than six months but McDonald
said there would be “no excuses”
for a slow start to the Ashes.

T20 World Cup duty ruled Josh
Hazlewood, Mitchell Starc and
new captain Pat Cummins out of
the first leg of the Sheffield Shield,
so all three will be coming into the
first Test at the Gabba cold.

But McDonald said he was ex-
pecting the trio to overcome the
disjointed preparation and hit the
ground running from December 8.

“We’ve made the best of what
we’ve had,” McDonald said.

“It was always going to be a
shortened prep, and less than ideal
switching formats and quarantine
and all that stuff. But I think the art

JASPER BRUCE
CRICKET

Craig Tiley could well have all
his fingers and toes crossed, but
he insists the shadow of Omi-
cron, the new, more virulent
strain of Covid-19 stalking the
globe, will not spoil the Austra-
lian summer of tennis.

The Tennis Australia boss
said on Sunday he was still talk-
ing to government officials about
the impact of new border restric-
tions imposed in response to
Omicron, but at this stage plan-
ning for the Australian Open
was going ahead.

“We’re still waiting. I’ve been
talking to the government,
there’s still a lot of unanswered
questions around this (new
Covid-19 variant),” Tiley told the
Nine Network. “In the next 14
days we will have some clarity,
but at this point, the plans are
going ahead as they are.”

Just weeks after Australia re-
opened to the world, new restric-
tions have been imposed in
response to Omicron, the vari-
ant first detected in South Africa.

Citizens from nine southern
African countries are banned
from entering Australia, and Vic-
toria and NSW have ordered all
overseas arrivals to isolate at
home for 72 hours.

It was already looking as if
Australian Open champion
Novak Djokovic would not be
able to defend his title when the
tournament starts on January 17,
due to a vaccine mandate.

All players, officials and spec-
tators at the tournament must be
double vaccinated and Djokovic
has refused to reveal whether he
has had the jab. The vaccine
mandate also meant there were
doubts over the attendance of
several other players, including
Russian star Daniil Medvedev.

Now the prospect of renewed
travel restrictions to keep Omi-
cron out of the country could
provide a bigger challenge to the
tournament.

Tiley said Tennis Australia
was prepared for a bumpy road
on the way to Melbourne Park. 

“We knew when we an-
nounced the event there would
be some more challenges – that’s
just the nature of the world we’ve
been living in for the past two
years,” he said.

“We’re looking forward to
100 per cent capacity crowd. The
first charter flight arrives on De-
cember 28.

“There’s still a lot to play out.
There’s a lot of unanswered
questions, which we will hope-
fully get to soon.

“But at this point, everything
is as it was two days ago.”

Meanwhile, Australia is out of
the Davis Cup finals despite a
courageous Alex de Minaur-in-
spired 2-1 victory over Hungary
in Turin. De Minaur dug deep
over three exhausting hours to
prevail 7-5 2-6 7-6 (7-2) against
big-hitting Hungarian Marton
Fucsovics. 

But after Australia lost 3-0 to
Croatia last week, it was not
enough for Lleyton Hewitt’s
team to progress.

Omicron 
shadow 
looms for 
tennis
WALLY MASON
TENNIS

‘We knew when 
we announced the
event there would
be some more 
challenges’

CRAIG TILEY
TENNIS AUSTRALIA BOSS

GETTY IMAGES

Redbacks keeper Alex Carey watches the ball to the boundary on his way to a century against Queensland at Adelaide Oval that strengthens his case for a call-up to the Ashes team

Opener back from the depths 
to face cricket’s toughest test

Opening the batting in Australia
against a pace attack spearheaded
by Pat Cummins and Josh Hazle-
wood must be one of the sternest
challenges in cricket, but you
would not know it from talking to
Haseeb Hameed, who is set to do
just that at the Gabba on Wednes-
day week. It would be easy to mis-
take this for the insouciance of
youth, but given all he has been
through he is unlikely to kid him-
self that anything is easy.

He must also have an inkling
he is following a line of harrowing
English struggles at the top of the
order in Ashes Tests: across the
past five series, home and away,
the first-wicket pair have mus-
tered only five half-century
stands, the highest of which was
the 85 posted by Alastair Cook
and Michael Carberry at Perth in
2013. A small mercy from the
damp squib of the first warm-up
match in Brisbane last week was
Hameed, with 53, and Rory Burns,
39, started with an unbroken
stand of 98.

It has also been fashionable to
recycle claims Hameed prefers
the front foot and has a weakness
against high pace, as though all
Cummins, Hazlewood or Mit-
chell Starc have to do is roll their
arm over to explode Hameed’s
stumps. This may or may not hap-
pen but it ought to be noted Ham-
eed’s average against fast bowling
more than doubled from 20 to 41
since his move from Lancashire to
Nottinghamshire two years ago.

His technique has also
changed since he first played for
England in India five years ago as
a teenager and was put out of the
series after three games thanks to
a badly broken finger in Mohali.

He is aware of the scepticism
but warns against making drastic
adjustments that may undo a
method that has served him well –
most recently in his three come-
back Tests against India in the
summer, when he scored two 50s
against a not-inconsiderable pace
attack led by Jasprit Bumrah.

“As a cricketer, you always
look at ways to improve and going
to Australia there’s naturally

more pace and bounce in the
wickets,” he says. “But it’s finding
a balance – being aware of condi-
tions and the type of bowling at-
tack you’ll face, but not neglecting
everything that you do well.

“You look at their bowling at-
tack and they challenge you in dif-
ferent ways. Ultimately you have
to play off front and back foot to
perform well in any conditions
and you need to be mindful of
that. I’ve been working with the
coaches in a way that will suit me
and if there’s anything that I need
to address I’ll work hard to get
myself in the best shape to do well.

Continued on Page 22

SIMON WILDE

Melbourne and Sydney have 
firmed in the reckoning to host 
a second Ashes Test this 
summer as Perth’s prospects 
continue to fade.

Despite being publicly 
optimistic about the chances of 
the fifth Ashes Test being 
played in Perth’s Optus 
Stadium, there is an air of doom 
among senior officials about the 
match due to tight border 
restrictions.

WACA boss Christina 
Matthews rated Perth a 50-50 
chance of hosting the January 
Test on Saturday, but many 

eastern states officials are not as 
positive.

A shorter quarantine period
for players in Perth may not be 
enough to save the Test because 
England said before the tour it 
would be dead against going 
into hard quarantine for a 
second time.

As well as the players’ 
concerns, broadcasters also face
a difficult task in getting 
specialist staff into Perth amid 
the quarantine restrictions.

Hobart put in a bid for the 
final Test several weeks ago 
with one of the factors being it 
was likely to be Tim Paine’s last 
Test. But with that option 
effectively off the table and the 
Tasmanian board opening fire 
on Cricket Australia over how it 
treated Paine, there seems no 
chance the game will be going 
to Hobart.

MCG or SCG look 
likely to snatch
a second Test  

ROBERT CRADDOCK

but also have a significant stable at
Warwick Farm in Sydney’s west.
But, even before they join my
team, these horses might be

conceived in one state, born in
another and then sold in a third.

In Victoria and NSW, particu-
larly, a lot of resources have been

We need to make 
sure every horse 
can have an 
opportunity of a 
suitable second 
career after racing
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A National Body: The report proposes the 
creation of a national body with the task of 
improving welfare. It would coordinate policy, run 
programs to stimulate demand for thoroughbreds, 
run QA schemes, and communicate to the public. 
This organisation – with a proposed name of 
Thoroughbred Welfare Australia – would be 
supported by the industry, though it would not be 
a regulatory body or have enforcement powers.

The panel received more than 180 submissions 
from industry participants, racing authorities and 
welfare groups. More than 50 consultation meetings 
were also held as the panel conducted its work. 

“A key finding is the need to develop a 

framework so that there are standards to ensure 
thoroughbreds are well cared for from birth right 
through to their death,” says Dr Napthine. “There 
is also a need for a more consistent national 
approach … with the sole focus of driving better 
welfare across every state and territory.” 

Dr Jones adds: “There is strong backing from 
owners, trainers and breeders for the reforms 
required to ensure thoroughbreds have a good life, 
from birth to death.”

TBA, along with other groups that funded  
the review, are now in discussion with federal, 
state and territory governments, as well as racing 
authorities, to start the implementation process.  

Hugh Bowman, leading 
jockey: “I am grateful to the 
authors of the report for 
the work they have done. 
It is now up to all of us in 
the industry to take these 
recommendations and 
implement them.” 

Ciaron Maher, champion 
trainer: “There is nothing  
in this report that people in 
our industry should be 
frightened of. The panel  
have given us a plan, now  
it’s important we are  
working together to make  
it happen.” 

Tom Reilly, CEO, 
Thoroughbred Breeders 
Australia: “Everybody 
involved in racing and 
breeding knows there’s 
been a huge amount of 
work done in welfare, but 
this report shows the areas 
where we need to improve. 
If we implemented the 
recommendations, we would 
have a proper framework 
where our horses are 
protected from birth right 
through to death.” 

Andrew Nicholl, CEO 
Australian Trainers’ 
Association: “It was 
important this review 
was conducted by people 
independent of the industry 
and the panel have given us a 
plan we must follow.”
 
Neil Wilson, Chairman 
Victoria Racing Club: 
“The committee of the 
VRC support the report’s 
recommendations and 
looks forward to broader 
engagement from other 
industry bodies to achieve 
the outcomes proposed.”

Champion trainer Gai 
Waterhouse: “By making this 
report we are saying to the 
public, ‘We care and we are 
going to make changes.”

Federal Agriculture Minister, 
David Littleproud:
“I applaud the thoroughbred 
racing industry for its work 
in reviewing horse welfare 
and want to let them know 
of the Federal Government’s 
commitment to taking their 
concerns seriously.”

REACTION TO THE REPORT 
The Hon Dr Denis Napthine 
BVSc MVS MBA AO (Chair) 
A former Victorian premier, 
Denis also served as 
minister for racing and has 
a deep understanding of 
the thoroughbred industry. 
Before entering politics he 

was a veterinarian and worked for the state 
government where he prosecuted a number 
of animal welfare cases. 

THE PANEL FOR THE REPORT 

Dr Ken Jacobs  
BVSc MVSc MACVSc
Ken is an equine veterinarian 
and has been in practice 
for more than 40 years. 
He is a former director of 
the Australian Veterinary 
Association and past president 

of Equine Veterinarians Australia. He is a 
graduate of the Australian Institute of Company 
Directors. He helped establish the equine 
component of the veterinary science course at 
Charles Sturt University.

Dr Bidda Jones AM BSc (Hons) 
GDipPub PhD GAICD
Bidda is the Chief Science  
and Strategy Officer for RSPCA 
Australia and an Honorary 
Associate with the Sydney 
School of Veterinary Science at 
the University of Sydney. She is 

a strong advocate for improving animal welfare 
policies and has shared her insight on numerous 
national committees.

Jack Lake BA, BEc
Jack was a senior advisor 
on agricultural policy in the 
Hawke, Keating and Rudd 
governments. He now advises 
companies in the pastoral 
and poultry industries on 
policy development and 

implementation and government relations. He 
is a keen follower of racing and has enjoyed 
success as a part-owner of horses such as VRC 
Derby winner Preferment and Australian Oaks 
winner Unforgotten.
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Magic 
Millions 
Gallery
Exceptional results across the 
board had everyone smiling 
at Magic Millions in 2021

Top row (from left): 
Gai Waterhouse and 
Katie Page; Tom and 
MV Magnier.
Second row  
(from left): James 
and Bill Mitchell.
Third row  
(from left): Harris 
Li, Rachel Zhang 
and Luke Wilkinson; 
Shane McGrath; 
Antony Thompson; 
Sheamus Mills.
Fourth row  
(from left): Suman 
Hedge, Selina and 
Anthony Mithen; 
Royston and Catriona 
Murphy; Glenn 
Burrows; Barry 
Bowditch and Craig 
Rounsefell.
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MAGIC MILLIONS GALLERY

Top row (from left): 
Peter O’Brien; Arthur 
and Harry Mitchell; 
Ciaron Maher; Natalie 
Young and Trent 
Busuttin.
Second row (from 
left): Garry Cuddy, 
Grant Burrill and 
Josh Rix; James 
Harron.
Third row (from left): 
Kacey and Julian 
Blaxland; Anna and 
Brian Nutt; Andy 
Williams; Denise 
Martin and Emma 
Cully.
Fourth row (from 
left): Gavin Murphy 
and Henry Field; 
Kelly Schweida; 
Hannah Wall; Mike 
Fleming.

 



 54 AUSHORSE MAGAZINE 

When the finishing line arrived, it was 
just in the nick of time. Nature Strip, 
long regarded as one of the best 
sprinters in the world, had held on 

to win his first Everest.
Having twice led the field into the final 

furlong in the $15 million race only to 
finish out of the placings, the win was 
undoubtedly a career highlight for the 
seven year-old. Coincidentally, the win 
took Nature Strip’s career earnings to 
within a whisker of the overall value of the 
race ($14,953,685 to be precise), placing 
him third on the list of Australian money 
earners behind Winx and another Everest 
winner, Redzel.

But while there should be no surprise that 
champions such as Nature Strip are racking up the 
millions, the sheer number of horses that become 
millionaires in Australia is remarkable.

If you are seeking a barometer to how well the 
Australian industry is going, this statistic is telling: 
in the 2020/21 racing season, some 73 horses took 
their prizemoney earnings over the magical 
million-dollar mark in Australia. 

To provide some context, in the USA, which 
has a far bigger population of racehorses, just 63 
horses took their career earnings past A$1 million, 
while in Europe (including the UK), there were 
just 15.

If you take a look at that statistic from another 
angle, one in every 389 individual runners joined 

the millionaire’s club in Australia last season, 
compared to one in 672 in the USA, and one in 
1,716 in Europe. 

And to provide another perspective, if you 
include the 89 horses that were already million- 

dollar earners that competed last season, one 
in every 175 horses racing last season had 
career earnings in the seven figures.

Among the list of Australian raced 
horses to hit the seven figure mark, there 
are the obvious superstars, the horses that 
won the races where there was more than a 

million in prizemoney paid for a victory: 
these include top two-year-olds like Stay Inside 

and Artorius, and the multiple Group One 
winning three year-old Ole Kirk.

But not every horse is a champion; the prize-
money is so strong that talented horses accrue 
significant purses without winning at the top end.

The land of opportunity 
Prizemoney continues to soar in Australian racing, making million-dollar 
earners out of more horses each season, writes Tom Reilly

MORE
 MILLION-  

DOLLAR RACES
In the past six years,  

the number of million- 
dollar races in Australia 

has doubled from  
36 to 72

Nature Strip 
after winning 
The Everest.  
Photo:  
Lisa Grimm

Australia
USA

Europe

Top 50 fillies (five year average)

US$516,297
US$797,640
US$946,523

Australia

USA
Europe

Top 50 colts (five year average)

US$734,471
US$963,460
US$951,255
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And the chances are that this millionaire’s club 
will get significantly bigger in seasons to come.

Australia has experienced a prizemoney boon 
that is unprecedented in international racing. In 
the past decade total purses have increased by 82 
per cent. This has seen the values of all races, from 
minor maidens at country tracks through to the 
metropolitan meetings that take place in the major 
cities, soar. 

But if there is one area that has grown 
exponentially, it is the top end: just six years ago 
there were 36 million-dollar races each season, 
now that number has doubled to 72. 

Again, an international comparison provides 
some much needed context: America, with its 
larger racing program has 49 races worth A$1 
million or more, while Europe (including the UK) 
held just 18 in the 2020 flat season.

Despite the riches available to be won on the 
track, when it comes to entering the market and 
buying a top prospect, Australia offers rare value 
for outstanding quality.

Over the past five years the cost of buying a 

leading prospect from the yearling sales in 
Australia has been significantly more affordable 
than in other major racing jurisdictions.

No matter whether it is a colt or filly, the 
figures speak for themselves. The average for the 
top 50 yearlings over the past five sale seasons is: 
US$801,001 in Australia, US$1,106,580 in the 
USA and US$1,305,197 in Europe.

Of course, in Australia – with our strong 
commercial breeding industry where the 

major players are sellers – buyers also 
get access to the best stock. 

Of the 61 Australian-bred 
individual Group One 
winners in the 2020/21 
racing season, some 75 per 
cent were offered for sale as 
yearlings. In the USA, this 
percentage stood at 66 per cent 
in 2020, while across Europe the 
figure was 55 per cent.

And if one of those colts 
happens to become a stallion 

Above: Mizzy was 
one of 49 stakes-
winning fillies and 
mares sold off the 
track for an average 
of $871,000. Photo: 
Magic Millions 

Left: Stay Inside. 
Photo: Lisa Grimm

prospect, the rewards on offer match or surpass 
those available elsewhere. With multiple farms 
having the resources to compete for the top colts, 
in recent years there have been a number of 
horses sold to stud for valuations in excess of $30 
million. 

To get yourself a stallion prospect you need 
to be buying an Australian-bred. In the past 
decade the winners of each of the key stallion 
making races – the Blue Diamond, Golden 
Slipper, Sires Produce, Caulfield Guineas, Golden 
Rose and Coolmore Stud Stakes – have been 
produced locally.

This Australian dominance is backed up by 
performance in the breeding barn: at the end of 
last season nine out of the top 10 stallions in the 
general sires list were locals, all of which had 
been through the sales ring as a yearling.

Those buyers who target yearling fillies also 
have the option of trading in for a strong return 
if they have a well-performed prospect.

In 2021, some 10 Group One-winning fillies 
and mares were sold off the track at auction, for 
an average of $1.76 million. Looking at all 
stakes-winners off the track, some 49 fillies or 
mares were sold at an average of $871,000.

And in Australia, which has pioneered 
online sales, sellers do not have to wait for the 

major breeding stock sales to take place: this 
year three mares have been sold online for 
over $1 million. 

Furthermore, there is significant 
interest in our mares from overseas, 
highlighted by the fact that a colt out of 
Australian mare Yankee Rose made over 
A$4.5 million when selling as a foal in 

Japan this year, while a yearling from Golden 
Slipper winner She Will Reign made over A$2 

million in the same country.
So, if you are considering attending the 

yearling sales in 2022, remember that Australia is 
the land of opportunity.    

IMPRESSIVE 
CAREER EARNINGS

One in every 
175 horses racing last 

season had career 
earnings 

over $1 million 
dollars 
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Inglis
Gallery
Spirited bidding and an 
enviable buying bench 
marked another outstanding 
year for Inglis Top row (from left): 

Jo Griffin; John 
Foote.
Second row (from 
left): John Kelly; 
Shane Wright; 
Matthew Sandblom, 
Henry Field and 
Gavin Murphy.
Third row (from 
left): Wayne, John 
and Michael Hawkes; 
Mick Price; Damon 
Gabbedy; Marie 
Yoshida.
Fourth row (from 
left): James Harron; 
Ryan Arnel.
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INGLIS GALLERY

Top row (from left): 
Gab Nutt and Ciaron 
Maher; Dave White; 
Philip Campbell and 
John McArdle.
Second row  
(from left): Mark 
Webster; Dean 
Hawthorne.
Third row  
(from left): Paul  
Moroney; Tom 
Magnier; Brae 
Sokolski and Chris 
Waller; Verna 
Metcalfe and Jake 
Phillips.
Fourth row  
(from left): Richard 
Freedman, Michael 
Freedman and John 
Camilleri; Annabel 
Neasham; Anthony 
Mithen.
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2022 sales 
calendar
Exceptional prizemoney and access 
to the best bloodlines in the world 
– there’s never been a better time to 
invest in Australian bloodstock
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2022 SALES CALENDAR

Snitzel – Bonny O’Reilly colt

Capitalist – Theatric colt

11-17 January 2022 
Magic Millions  
Gold Coast Yearling Sale 
(Queensland) 
2021 Results 
Book 1 
Lots Catalogued 962
Lots Sold 793
Clearance Rate 90%
Aggregate A$ 199,188,000
Average A$ 251,095
Top Price A$ 1,900,000
Breeding & Vendor  
Snitzel - Bonny O’Reilly (NZ) colt 
(Widden Stud, Widden Valley) 

Book 2 
Lots Catalogued 311
Lots Sold 232
Clearance Rate 84%
Aggregate A$ 13,925,500
Average A$ 60,024
Top Price A$ 310,000
Breeding & Vendor  
Iffraaj (GB) - Busted Love colt  
(Bhima Thoroughbreds, Scone) 

 
 
 
 

6-8 February 2022 
Inglis Classic Yearling Sale
(New South Wales) 
2021 Results 
Book 1 
Lots Catalogued 620
Lots Sold 507
Clearance Rate 93%
Aggregate A$ 51,608,500
Average A$ 101,792
Top Price A$ 625,000
Breeding & Vendor  
Capitalist - Theatric colt  
(Kitchwin Hills, Scone)

 

14-15 February 2022 
Magic Millions  
Perth Yearling Sale 
(Western Australia)  
2021 Results 
Book 1 
Lots Catalogued 163
Lots Sold 130
Clearance Rate 87%
Aggregate A$ 8,911,000
Average A$ 68,546
Top Price A$ 325,000
Breeding & Vendor  
Russian Revolution - Magical Belle colt 
(Western Breeders Alliance)

Photos: Inglis and Magic Millions*All dates subject to change
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21 February 2022 
Magic Millions Tasmanian 
Yearling Sale 
(Tasmania) 
 
2021 Results 
Lots Catalogued 123
Lots Sold 98
Clearance Rate 86%
Aggregate A$ 3,452,000
Average A$ 35,224
Top Price A$ 150,000
Breeding & Vendor 
Impending - Dream Food colt  
(Armidale Stud, Carrick)

 
27 February - 1 March 
2022 
Inglis Melbourne Premier 
Yearling Sale 
(Victoria)  
 
2021 Results 
Premier Session 
Lots Catalogued 590
Lots Sold 461
Clearance Rate 88%
Aggregate A$ 64,210,000
Average A$ 139,284
Top Price A$ 1,100,000
Breeding & Vendor  
Written Tycoon - Gybe colt  
(Blue Gum Farm, Euroa) 

15-16 March 2022 

Magic Millions Adelaide 
Yearling Sale 
(South Australia)  
 
2021 Results 
Book 1 
Lots Catalogued 337
Lots Sold 262
Clearance Rate 88%
Aggregate A$ 14,090,000
Average A$ 53,779
Top Price A$ 525,000
Breeding & Vendor   
Fastnet Rock - Small Minds colt  
(Goldin Farms, Angaston)

 
21-22 March 2022 

Magic Millions March  
Yearling Sale 
(Queensland) 
 
2021 Results 
Lots Catalogued 419
Lots Sold 327
Clearance Rate 85%
Aggregate A$ 14,495,500
Average A$ 44,329
Top Price A$ 370,000
Breeding & Vendor   
Spirit Of Boom - Chroma colt  
(River Junction, Kybong)

2022 SALES CALENDAR

Written Tycoon – Gybe colt

Fastnet Rock – Small Minds coltImpending – Dream Food colt Photos: Inglis and Magic Millions
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8 May 2022 
Inglis Australian Broodmare 
Sale 
(New South Wales)  
 
2021 Results 
Lots Catalogued 248
Lots Sold 180
Clearance Rate 80%
Aggregate A$ 11,294,600
Average A$ 62,748
Top Price A$ 350,000
Breeding & Vendor   
Oklahoma Girl (Fastnet Rock - Shawnee 
Girl) (Coolmore Stud, Jerrys Plains)

 
 

19-20 May 2022 
Magic Millions National 
Weanling Sale 
(Queensland) 
 
2021 Results 
Book 1 
Lots Catalogued 417
Lots Sold 303
Clearance Rate 89%
Aggregate A$ 31,647,000
Average A$ 104,446
Top Price A$ 1,000,000
Breeding & Vendor  
I Am Invincible - Ocean Jewel colt  
(Gilgai Farm, Nagambie)

5-6 April 2022 
Inglis Australian Easter 
Yearling Sale 
(New South Wales)  
 
2021 Results 
Lots Catalogued 466
Lots Sold 365
Clearance Rate 90%
Aggregate A$ 134,665,000
Average A$ 368,945
Top Price A$ 2,500,000
Breeding & Vendor   
Snitzel - Rising Romance colt  
(Arrowfield Stud, Scone) 

21-22 April 2022 

Inglis Gold Yearling Sale 
(Victoria) 
 
2021 Results 
Lots Catalogued 339
Lots Sold 263
Clearance Rate 86%
Aggregate A$ 4,981,650
Average A$ 18,942
Top Price A$ 260,000
Breeding & Vendor  
Extreme Choice - French Origins filly 
(Supreme Thoroughbreds, Romsey)

5 May 2022 
Inglis Australian Weanling 
Sale 
(New South Wales)  
 

2021 Results 
Select Session 
Lots Catalogued 252
Lots Sold 197
Clearance Rate 90%
Aggregate A$ 8,643,000
Average A$ 43,873
Top Price A$ 400,000
Breeding & Vendor   
Capitalist - Laylia colt  
(Middlebrook Valley Lodge, Scone)
 
 

6 May 2022 
Inglis Chairman’s Sale 
(New South Wales)  
 

2021 Results 
Lots Catalogued 66
Lots Sold 53
Clearance Rate 91%
Aggregate A$ 28,235,000
Average A$ 532,736
Top Price A$ 2,500,000
Breeding & Vendor  
Celebrity Queen (Redoute’s Choice - 
Celebrity Miss) (Holbrook Thoroughbreds, 
Scone)

2022 SALES CALENDAR

Celebrity Queen

Photos: Inglis
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9-10 June 2022 
Inglis Great Southern Sale
(Victoria)   
2021 Results  
Select Weanlings 
Lots Catalogued 424
Lots Sold 280
Clearance Rate 80%
Aggregate A$ 11,232,750
Average A$ 40,442
Top Price A$ 360,000
Breeding & Vendor   
Zoustar - Vergara colt  
(Blue Gum Farm, Euroa)

 
Broodmares 
Lots Catalogued 151
Lots Sold 82
Clearance Rate 73%
Aggregate A$ 3,849,250
Average A$ 46,942
Top Price A$ 560,000
Breeding & Vendor   
Too Good Too Hard (All Too Hard - The 
Good Wife) (Mill Park, Meningie)

24-26 May 2022 
Magic Millions National 
Broodmare Sale 
(Queensland)  
2021 Results 
Book 1 
Lots Catalogued 823
Lots Sold 616
Clearance Rate 88%
Aggregate A$ 142,912,000
Average A$ 232,000
Top Price A$ 3,200,000
Breeding & Vendor  
Arcadia Queen (Pierro - Arcadia) 
(Holbrook Thoroughbreds, Scone)

31 May-2 June 2022 
Magic Millions National 
Yearling Sale 
(Queensland)  
2021 Results 
Book 1 
Lots Catalogued 432
Lots Sold 265
Clearance Rate 70%
Aggregate A$ 15,068,000
Average A$ 56,860
Top Price A$ 500,000
Breeding & Vendor  
Snitzel - Walk With Attitude colt 
(Milburn Creek, Wildes Meadow)

TBC 

Magic Millions Gold Coast 
2YOs In Training Sale 
(Queensland) 
2021 Results
Lots Catalogued  156
Lots Sold  91
Clearance Rate  78%
Aggregate A$  6,184,571
Average A$  67,962
Top Price A$  350,000
Breeding & Vendor   
Extreme Choice – Arnault colt  
(A List Stud, Baddaginnie)

 

11 October 2022
Inglis Ready 2 Race Sale
(New South Wales) 
2021 Results 
Lots Catalogued  185
Lots Sold  110
Clearance Rate  87%
Aggregate A$  12,1016,500
Average A$  109,214
Top Price A$  400,000
Breeding & Vendor   
Super One – Cash First  
(Symphony Lodge, Oakey)

2022 SALES CALENDAR

Arcadia Queen

Super One – Cash First colt 
Photos: Magic Millions and Inglis
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